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PREFACE 

 
The General Assembly, in its resolution 52/187 of 18 December 1997, decided to convene the 
Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries at a high level in the year 
2001. The mandate given to the Conference was: (i) to assess the results of the Programme of 
Action during the 1990s at the country level; (ii) to review implementation of international 
support measures, particularly in the areas of official development assistance, debt, investment 
and trade; (iii) to consider the formulation and adoption of appropriate national and international 
policies and measures for sustainable development of the least developed countries and their 
progressive integration into the world economy. In its resolution 53/182 of 15 December 1998, 
the General Assembly accepted the offer of the European Union to host the Conference.  
 
Further to General Assembly resolution 53/182, the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee 
for the Conference held three sessions in New York, the first from 24 to 28 July 2000, the 
second from 5 to 9 February 2001, and the third from 2 to 6 April 2001. At its first session, the 
Preparatory Committee approved the overall design and structure of the Conference, and at the 
conclusion of its third session, it transmitted a draft Programme of Action (A/CONF.191/6) to 
the Conference for its consideration. 
 
At the regional level, preparations included three expert- level regional preparatory meetings: the 
first, for English-speaking African LDCs, in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) from 27 to 29 March 2000; 
the second, for the Asian and Pacific LDCs, in Katmandu (Nepal) from 3 to 5 April 2000, and 
the third, for French-speaking African countries, in Niamey (Niger) from 18 to 20 April 2000. 
 
At the country level, preparations centred round the formulation of national plans of action. 
National preparatory committees were set up with the goal of ensuring a comprehensive and 
participatory preparatory process involving government, civil society, the private sector and 
local government representatives. As a result of these county- level preparations, the Conference 
had before it 45 country plans of action. 
 
In addition, a number of thematic events were held in preparation for the Conference: 
Symposium on Enhancing Productive Capacities: The Role of the Private Sector (Oslo, Norway, 
29-31 January 2001); High-Level Interregional Round Table on Intellectual Property for the 
LDCs (Lisbon, Portugal, 1-2 February 2001); Symposium on Enhancing Productive Capacities: 
The Role of International Investment (Bonn, Germany, 12-13 March); High-Level Meeting on 
Energy (Vienna, Austria, 14-16 March 2001); Ministerial Round Table on Trade and Poverty in 
LDCs (London, United Kingdom, 19-20 March 2001); Workshop on Building Capacities for 
Mainstreaming Gender in Development Strategies (Cape Town, South Africa, 21-23 March 
2001); Workshop on Enhancing Productive Capacities and Diversification of Commodities in 
LDCs (Geneva, Switzerland, 22-23 March 2001); Workshop on Tourism and Development in 
LDCs (Las Palmas, Spain, 26-30 March 2001); Meeting on Health (Ottawa, Canada, 28-29 
March 2001). 
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On 13 May 2001, an LDC Ministerial Meeting was held in Brussels and adopted the Ministerial 
Declaration of the Least Developed Countries on the Eve of the Third United Nations 
Conference on the Least Developed Countries. 
 
The Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries opened on Monday, 14 
May 2001, with an inaugural ceremony attended by His Majesty King Albert II of Belgium. At 
that ceremony, the Conference was addressed by Mr. Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the 
United Nations; Mr. Göran Persson, Prime Minister of Sweden and President of the Council of 
the European Union; Mrs. Nicole Fontaine, President of the European Parliament; Mr. Romano 
Prodi, President of the European Commission; Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of Bangladesh and 
Coordinator of the Global LDC Community; Mr. Guy Verhofstadt, Prime Minister of Belgium; 
Mr. Harri Holkeri, President of the Millennium Assembly; and Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of 
France, host of the Second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries.  
 
On 14 May, a special event was held on “The challenge of eradicating poverty: The international 
community’s response”. Statements were made by King Letsie III of Lesotho, Mr. Alpha Oumar 
Konare, President of Mali, Mr. Benjamin William Mkapa, President of the United Republic of 
Tanzania, Mr. Olesegun Obasanjo, President of Nigeria, Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh, Mr. Apollo Nsibambi, Prime Minister of Uganda, Mr. Göran Persson, Prime 
Minister of Sweden, President of the Conference, Mr. Harri Holkeri, President of the fifty-fifth 
session of the General Assembly (Millennium Assembly), Mr. Poul Nielson, European 
Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, Mr. Mike Moore, Director-General, 
World Trade Organization, Mr. James D. Wolfensohn, President, World Bank Group, Mr. 
Andrew Natsios, USAID Administrator, Ms. Christine Hemrick, Vice President for Strategic 
Technology Policy, Cisco Systems, Mr. Salil Shetty, Chief Executive, Action Aid and Mr. John 
Sayer, Executive Director, OXFAM International. 

In the course of the Conference, a series of interactive events were held on the following topics: 
Governance, peace and social stability; Enhancing productive capacities: The agricultural sector 
and food security; Intellectual property and development: An instrument for wealth creation; 
Enhancing productive capacities: The role of health; Education; International trade, commodities 
and services/tourism; Energy; Enhancing productive capacities: The role of investment and 
enterprise development; Human resources development and employment; Infrastructure 
development; Transport; Financing growth and development. 

In the course of the Conference, the following parallel events took place: High- level 
Parliamentarians’ Round Table; Meeting of Mayors: City-to-City Cooperation; 
Migration/Refugees Round Table; Business Sector Round Table; Young Entrepreneurs; The 
Digital Economy; Youth Forum; Women Entrepreneurs Forum. 
 
The following other events were held: Ministerial Panel on Gender in LDCs (UNDP/UNCTAD); 
WAFUNIF Workshop; Capacity Building for Trade, Environment and Development in LDCs 
(UNEP/UNCTAD); Impact of HIV/AIDS on Sustainable Development (UNFPA); Joint 
Presentation on Investment (UNCTAD/UNIDO/World Bank). In conjunction with the 
Conference, an NGO Forum was held from 10 to 20 May. 
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In the course of the general debate, statements were made by 96 Member States, 25 UN bodies 
and specialized agencies, 6 intergovernmental organizations and 22 non-governmental 
organizations. 

At its closing plenary meeting, on 20 May 2001, the Conference adopted the Brussels 
Declaration and the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 
2001-2010. In a closing ceremony, statements were made by: Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
Secretary-General of the Organisation internationale de la francophonie and former Secretary-
General of the United Nations; Ms. Christine Andela, Coalition of African Organizations for 
Food Security and Sustainable Development, speaking on behalf of the NGO Forum; Mr. Eddy 
Boutmans, Secretary of State for Development Cooperation of Belgium; Mr. Poul Nielson, 
European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid; Mr. Alexander Corrie, 
Member of the European Parliament, President of the ACP/EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly; 
Mr. Rubens Ricupero, Secretary-General of UNCTAD; and Mr. Leif Pagrotsky, Minister of 
Trade of Sweden, acting as President of the Conference.  



A/CONF.191/13 
 Page 7 

I. BRUSSELS DECLARATION 

 
We, the Governments participating in the Third United Nations Conference on the Least 

Developed Countries, 
 

 Gathered here in Brussels in May 2001, the first year of the new millennium, to free our fellow 
women, men and children from the abject and dehumanising conditions of extreme poverty, 
 

Determined to make progress towards the global goals of poverty eradication, peace and 
development for the least developed countries and their people, 

 
Guided by the principles set out in the Millennium Declaration and its recognition that we have a 

collective responsibility to uphold these principles of human dignity, equality and equity and to ensure 
that globalisation becomes a positive force for all the world’s people, we commit to working for the 
beneficial integration of the least developed countries into the global economy, resisting their 
marginalisation, determined to achieve accelerated sustained economic growth and sustainable 
development and eradicate poverty, inequality and deprivation, 

 
Recognising that the goals set out at the Second United Nations Conference on the Least 

Developed Countries have not been reached and that LDCs as a whole remain marginalised in the world 
economy and continue to suffer from extreme poverty, LDC progress has been undermined by lack of 
sufficient human, productive and institutional capacity, indebtedness, low levels of domestic and foreign 
investments, declining trends in ODA flows, severe structural handicaps, falling or volatile commodity 
prices, HIV/AIDS and for some of them violent conflicts or post-conflict situations, 

 
Having adopted a Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the decade 2001-

2010,  
 
 Declare that:  
 
1. We are committed to the eradication of poverty and the improvement of the quality of lives of 

people in LDCs by strengthening their abilities to build a better future for themselves and develop 
their countries.   

 
2. We believe  that this can only be achieved through equitable and sustained economic growth and 

sustainable development based on nationally owned and people -centred poverty reduction strategies. 
Good governance at the national and international level; the rule of law; respect for all internationally 
recognised human rights, including the right to development; promotion of democracy; security 
through preventive diplomacy and the peaceful resolution of armed conflicts; gender equality; 
investment in health, education and social infrastructure; strengthening of productive capacities and 
institution building are all essential in order to realise the vast and untapped human and economic 
potential in LDCs. 

 
3. We recognise that the primary responsibility for development in LDCs rests with LDCs themselves. 

But their efforts need to be given concrete and substantial international support from Governments 
and international organisations in a spirit of shared responsibility through genuine partnerships, 
including with the civil society and private sector.  
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4. We are particularly concerned by the acute threat of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and emphasise the 

need for the strongest possible measures to combat this and other communicable diseases, 
particularly tuberculosis and malaria.  

 
5. We also emphasise that improving the welfare of people is an indispensable requirement for 

sustainable development. We have to strive to fully achieve the goals and objectives set out in the Rio 
Declaration in particular, as regards combating desertification, preservation of biological diversity, 
supply of safe drinking water and climate change in accordance with common but differentiated 
responsibilities.    

 
6. We believe  that increased trade is essential for the growth and development of LDCs.  A transparent, 

non-discriminatory and rules-based multilateral trading system is essential for LDCs to reap the 
potential benefits of globalisation. The accession of LDCs to the WTO should be encouraged and 
facilitated. We commit ourselves to seizing the opportunity of the fourth WTO Ministerial meeting 
in Doha in November 2001, to advance the development dimension of trade, in particular for the 
development of LDCs. We aim at improving preferential market access for LDCs by working 
towards the objective of duty-free and quota-free market access for all LDCs´ products in the markets 
of developed countries. Measures will also be taken to address problems caused by supply-side 
constraints. The crucial importance of trade and economic growth must be reflected in poverty 
reduction strategies.  

 
7. We recognise that the most important financing of development comes from domestic resources, and 

that foreign direct investment is also an important source of capital, know-how, employment and 
trade opportunities for LDCs.  In this regard we emphasise the need for an enabling environment for 
savings and investment, which includes strong and reliable financial, legal and administrative 
institutions, sound macro-economic policies and the transparent and effective management of public 
resources in order to help mobilise both domestic and foreign financial resources. We commit 
ourselves to seizing the opportunity of the Conference on Financing for Development in March 2002 
in Monterrey, Mexico for the mobilisation of resources for development, in particular for the LDCs. 

 
8. We affirm, also in this context, that official development assistance (ODA) has a critical role to play 

in support of LDC development. We take upon ourselves not to spare any effort to reverse the 
declining trends of ODA and to meet expeditiously the targets of 0.15% or 0.20% of GNP as ODA to 
LDCs as agreed. We undertake to improve aid effectiveness and to implement the OECD-DAC 
recommendation on untying ODA to LDCs.  

 
9. We are concerned with the external debt overhang that affects most LDCs and remains a main 

obstacle to their development. We affirm the commitment to provide the full financing and the 
speedy and effective implementation of the enhanced HIPC Initiative, which is essential for freeing 
domestic budgetary resources for poverty reduction. We undertake to make expeditious progress 
towards full cancellation of outstanding official bilateral debt within the context of the enhanced 
HIPC Initiative. We also undertake to provide debt relief to post conflict countries within the 
flexibility provided under the HIPC framework. The debt sustainability of LDCs, including non-
HIPC LDCs, will continue to be subject to review, and consideration may be given to granting a 
moratorium on debt service payments in exceptional cases.  

 
10. We stress the critical importance of an effective follow-up to the Conference at the national, regional 

and global level, and we commit ourselves to this end. We also ask the Secretary General of the 
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United Nations to ensure that the Conference be followed up in an efficient and highly visible 
manner.  

 
We reaffirm our commitment to the development of the 49 LDCs and to the improvement of the 

lives of the more than 600 million women, men and children living in those countries. Our common 
efforts will be an important contribution to achieving the international development goals and realising 
the universal aspirations for peace, co-operation and development. 
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II. PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 
FOR THE DECADE 2001-2010 

Introduction 

1. The least developed countries (LDCs) represent the poorest and weakest segment of the 
international community. The economic and social development of these countries represents a 
major challenge for LDCs themselves, as well as for their development partners. Extreme 
poverty, the structural weakness of their economies and the lack of capacities related to growth 
and development, often compounded by geographical handicaps, hamper efforts by these 
countries to improve effectively the quality of life of their peoples. These countries are 
characterized by their exposure to a series of vulnerabilities and constraints such as limited 
human, institutional and productive capacity; acute susceptibility to external economic shocks, 
natural and man-made disasters and communicable diseases; limited access to education, health 
and other social services and to natural resources; poor infrastructure; and lack of access to 
information and communication technologies. In the context of these vulnerabilities and 
constraints, needed international support has been inadequate. More commitment to provide 
increased and more effective interna tional support for LDCs is required to overcome these 
conditions. To be effective, sustainable development strategies concerning LDCs should seek to 
address these vulnerabilities, taking into account the special needs, problems and potentials of 
each country. This Programme of Action aims to do so. 

2. Ten years after the adoption of the Paris Programme of Action by the Second United 
Nations Conference on LDCs in 1990, the objectives and goals set therein have not been 
achieved. LDCs are being bypassed by the process of globalization, leading to their further 
marginalization. For their part, most LDCs have pursued economic reform programmes set out 
in the previous Programmes of Action, including eliminating or substantially reducing tariffs and 
other trade barriers, liberalizing currency regimes, privatizing public enterprises, establishing 
and strengthening institutional and regulatory frameworks and adopting liberal investment 
policies. The results of these reform efforts have been below expectations. Declining availability 
of financial resources, domestic and external, including ODA, a heavy and unsustainable debt 
burden, falling or volatile commodity prices, complex trade barriers, lack of economic and 
export diversification and market access for key products which LDCs benefit from, as well as 
supply-side constraints, have seriously affected the growth and development prospects of LDCs. 

3. This Programme of Action articulates policies and measures by LDCs on the one hand 
and their development partners on the other to reverse these trends and to promote sustained 
economic growth and sustainable development of LDCs and their beneficial integration into the 
world economy. It also builds on the outcomes of recent major UN Conferences and summits in 
the specific context of LDCs and adopts ways and means of their application to address the 
particular problems facing those countries. Effective mechanisms and arrangements for 
implementation, follow-up, review and monitoring of these policies and measures are critical to 
the success of the Programme. It is recognized that only by absorbing the previous experiences 
and lessons can a new, realistic and action-oriented programme be produced. 
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I. OBJECTIVES 

4. This Programme of Action aims to significantly improve the human conditions of more 
than 600 million people in 49 LDCs during the present decade. Against the backdrop of lack of 
progress in socio-economic development in the LDCs and in the implementation of the 
Programme of Action for the 1990s, it provides a framework for a strong global partnership to 
accelerate sustained economic growth and sustainable development in LDCs, to end 
marginalization by eradicating poverty, inequality and deprivation in these countries, and to 
enable them to integrate beneficially into the global economy. 

5. This Programme of Action is based on the international development targets, actions by 
LDCs and commensurate support measures by their development partners, and on the values, 
principles and objectives of the Millennium Declaration. These political, economic and social 
objectives and, as appropriate, other UN targets are incorporated into the commitments of the 
Programme of Action. 

6. The overarching goal of the Programme of Action is to make substantial progress toward 
halving the proportion of people living in extreme poverty and suffering from hunger by 2015 
and promote the sustainable development of the LDCs. This will require, among other things, 
significant and steady increases in GDP growth rates in LDCs. To that end, LDCs, with the 
support of their development partners, will strive to attain a GDP growth rate of at least 7 per 
cent per annum and increase the ratio of investment to GDP to 25 per cent per annum. In this 
regard, civil society, including the private sector, is an important participant.  

7. National policies of LDCs and external support measures by their partners during the 
decade will focus inter alia on the following priorities: 

(a) A significant reduction in extreme poverty; 

(b) Developing human and institutional resources to support sustained growth and 
sustainable development; 

(c) Removing supply-side constraints and enhancing productive capacity and 
promoting the expansion of domestic markets to accelerate growth, income and 
employment generation; 

(d) Accelerating LDCs’ growth with the aim of enhancing their share in world trade 
and global financial and investment flows; 

(e) Environmental protection, accepting that LDCs and industrialized countries have 
common but differentiated responsibility; 

(f) Attaining food security and reducing malnutrition. 
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8. The Programme of Action recognizes the following as cross-cutting priority issues: 
poverty eradication, gender equality, employment, governance at national and international 
levels, capacity-building, sustainable development, special problems of landlocked and small 
island LDCs, and challenges faced by LDCs affected by conflict. 

9. Poverty eradication requires a broad approach, taking into account not only the sheer 
economic aspects, but also the social, human and environmental dimension. This implies an 
increased focus on issues like good governance at national and international levels and the fight 
against corruption, respect for all internationally recognized human rights, gender issues, 
capacity and institutional building, social services supply and environmental concerns. The 
majority of the poor live in rural areas. Increasing the sustainable productive capacity of 
agriculture and fisheries and the income of people working in these sectors in LDCs is therefore 
a key priority. Women remain the vast majority of the poor in both economic and non-economic 
terms. 

10. A comprehensive policy of confidence building and conflict prevention is an important 
element of a sustainable development strategy.  

11. There are important linkages between development, poverty reduction and gender 
equality. Gender equality and gender mainstreaming are therefore essential strategic components 
for poverty reduction. 

12. The implementation of this Programme of Action shall be guided by the principles and 
purposes of the United Nations Charter. The Programme of Action seeks, with particular 
reference to national programmes of action, concrete ways and means to effectively arrest and 
reverse the continued socio-economic marginalization of LDCs, improve their share in 
international trade, foreign direct investment and other financial flows and create an enabling 
environment for them to be able to benefit from globalization and minimize adverse 
consequences thereof. It is an ethical imperative for the international community to adopt 
international support measures to help LDCs to arrest and reverse their marginalization and to 
promote their expeditious integration into the world economy and fight social exclusion. 
Implementation of the Programme will also restore confidence and enhance the new form of 
partnership and cooperation between the LDCs and their development partners. The success of 
this Programme of Action will be judged, in the end, by its contribution to the overall socio-
economic progress of LDCs, especially towards achieving international development targets. 

13. Another important objective of the Programme of Action is to contribute to the 
renovation and invigoration of partnership between the LDCs and their development partners by 
promoting mutual and shared responsibility, as well as greater opportunity and integration of the 
LDCs into the global economy. The Programme of Action, among other things, should create 
conditions necessary for the implementation of policies and strategies based on the new 
development paradigm where economic growth and development are prerequisites for the 
eradication of poverty. It should also contribute to the growth and expansion of the private 
sector, entrepreneurship and innovation by facilitating access to technology, private capital flows 
and other related resources.  
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II. A FRAMEWORK FOR PARTNERSHIP 

14. This partnership is based on mutual commitments by LDCs and their development 
partners to undertake concrete actions in a number of interlinked areas set out in the Programme 
of Action. It is entered into in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and with full 
respect for national sovereignty. This partnership will be nurtured and strengthened by mutual 
collaboration of partners through relevant international forums and processes. While LDCs 
should assume ownership of designing and formulating appropriate national policies of their 
own will and choice to create conditions conducive to development and continue to have the 
primary responsibility for effective implementation of those policies and measures, the full 
implementation of the Programme of Action is the shared responsibility of these countries and 
their development partners. The strengthened partnership for development necessitates adequate 
external support from the LDCs’ development partners. 

15. Each LDC will translate national policies and measures in the Programme of Action into 
concrete measures within the framework of its national programme of action, taking into account 
its particular circumstances and priorities. LDCs should accomplish this with the full 
involvement of domestic stakeholders and the collaboration of its public and private 
development partners to implement the agreed commitments. In this respect, it is important to 
take fully into account the specific geographical constraints and vulnerabilities of each LDC, 
including small island and landlocked LDCs.  

16. The development partners will assist in the implementation of the Programme of Action 
through the commitments undertaken herein in a spirit of genuine solidarity and shared 
responsibility. An important function of the Programme of Action will be to serve as a common 
framework for development cooperation with LDCs. Its commitments should be translated into 
actions in their national development frameworks. 

17. There is a need to create a coherence of agendas and actions relating to national 
development in each LDC. Agendas and processes in support of LDCs already in place in 
different multilateral entities, in particular the United Nations, WTO and the Bretton Woods 
institutions, within their mandates and tasks, can draw from this Programme of Action and the 
national programmes of action, with identification of points of convergence and action. Regular 
and systematic exchanges of information and coordination and synchronization between 
stakeholders and actors can assist in implementation of development strategies.  

18. South-South cooperation, as well as subregional and regional cooperation, has an 
important role for LDCs’ development in areas such as human and productive capacity-building, 
technical assistance and exchange of best practices, particularly in issues relating to health, 
education, professional training, environment, science and technology, trade, investment and 
transit transport cooperation. Such cooperation, including inter alia triangular approaches, 
should be supported by the international community. Deepened GSTP measures in favour of 
LDCs are also useful in this regard. South-South cooperation should be viewed not as a 
substitute for but rather as a complement to North-South cooperation.  
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19. A new spirit of international cooperation must prevail, based on the principle of getting 
common benefits, but also on the common, but differentiated responsibilities of developing and 
developed countries. Developing countries will promote initiatives in favour of LDCs in the 
context of South-South cooperation, among others, making the best use of the possibilities 
provided by the triangular mechanisms, through which successful South-South cooperation may 
be attained using financial contributions from one or more donors, and taking advantage of 
economic complementarities among developing countries. 

20. The Programme of Action recognizes the important role that Governments, as well as 
civil society and the private sector, have to play in the implementation and follow-up, inter alia 
through stronger public-private partnerships. 

21. The LDCs and their partners will be guided by the following considerations in the 
implementation of the Programme of Action:  

(a) An integrated approach: The development process should be viewed in a 
comprehensive, coherent and long-term manner by LDCs and their partners, 
including the multilateral agencies within and outside the United Nations system. 
When addressing economic development and poverty eradication, above all there 
should be a balance between economic and other objectives of development. The 
implementation of the Programme of Action should be integrated into all 
international processes of concern to the LDCs. 

(b) Genuine partnership: With greater alignment between national policies and 
strategies in LDCs and the external assistance strategies of their partners, the 
scope for more effective dialogue between them has expanded. Open and 
transparent development cooperation, underpinned by strong political will, can 
help bring about rapid transformations in LDCs. 

(c) Country ownership: All efforts should be made by LDCs and their partners to 
ensure genuinely country- led development. This will be aided by the joint 
identification of development priorities by LDCs and their development partners. 
Also, LDCs will need to be effectively involved in areas such as aid coordination 
and debt relief. 

(d) Market considerations: While acknowledging the importance of market forces in 
the sustained process of economic growth and poverty reduction, there is a need 
to ensure an appropriate mix of public-private participation. However, this cannot 
be achieved without adequate attention to market weaknesses as well as 
government weaknesses, and consideration of the preparedness of the private 
sector. It is necessary to work towards a good balance between public action and 
private initiative. To be fully productive, however, a market must operate within a 
stable legal and economic framework.  
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(e) Result orientation: Only positive concrete processes and outcomes can sustain 
public confidence in the development partnership between LDCs and their 
development partners. The process of identifying, assessing and monitoring 
progress on processes and concrete outcomes will be a key aspect of the 
implementation of the Programme of Action and its success will be judged by its 
contribution to progress of LDCs towards achieving international development 
targets, as well as their graduation from the list of LDCs. 
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Commitment 1: Fostering a people-centred policy framework 

22. The objective of the policy framework is to create an overall enabling environment for 
national and international actions to eradicate poverty and overcome the structural bottlenecks in 
the LDCs and ultimately to put LDCs on a path of accelerated growth and sustainable 
development that provides opportunities for all, particularly the poorest, and enables these 
countries to integrate beneficially into the global economy based on the principle that human 
beings are at the centre of the concerns for sustainable development.  

23. An effective poverty eradication strategy should aim at strengthening physical, social and 
human capacities, including through equal access to production resources and social, health and 
education services. Empowering the poor in bringing about this social trans formation and 
articulating their interests and views is crucial. LDCs, with the help of their development 
partners, must facilitate this process by creating an enabling environment in terms of policy, law-
making and institutions while improving the scope and effectiveness of service delivery vis-à-vis 
the poor. There is a need to empower women and redress gender inequality by mainstreaming 
the gender perspective in policy, legal and institutional frameworks. There is a further need to 
engage the energies of young people who currently form more than 50 per cent of the population 
of LDCs. 

24. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

 (i) Actions by LDCs  

(a) Supporting initiatives that help empower people living in poverty, especially 
women, and promoting their capacities to enable them to improve their access to 
and better utilize available opportunities, basic social and other types of services, 
as well as productive resources; 

(b) Building on successful policy reforms and continuing efforts toward sound 
economic management with a view to attaining levels of economic growth 
necessary for reaching the objectives of the Programme of Action, including 
through focusing efforts in the areas of fiscal and financial sector reform and 
promotion of microcredit; 

(c) Promoting an equitable distribution of the benefits of growth and development in 
favour of the poor and improving their access to basic social services with a view 
to increasing their opportunities for participation in economic activity; 

(d) Promoting the efficiency of markets within an effective institutional, regulatory, 
supervisory and legal setting; 

(e) Improving linkages between different economic activities, particularly between 
agriculture and micro and small enterprises, and integrating sectoral reforms 
within broader development objectives; 
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(f) Promoting a comprehensive and integrated information base, including through 
strengthening of national statistical systems; 

 (ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Facilitating an external environment supportive of full and timely realization of 
the objectives of the Programme of Action through the increasing involvement of 
LDCs in the work relating to their development strategies in the international 
financial institutions and other multilateral organizations;  

(b) Extending substantial and more effective support for LDCs’ efforts in areas of 
empowering people living in poverty and ensuring their access to basic social 
services;  

(c) Assisting LDCs’ efforts, through providing financial and other resources, in 
setting up effective social safety nets to mitigate social exclusion, insecurity and 
vulnerability of LDCs; 

(d) Creating an enabling environment that will help the LDCs derive benefits from 
globalization, and supporting them in mitigating its negative consequences; 

(e) In the area of human and institutional capacity building, designing and providing 
donor support programmes to genuinely strengthen LDCs’ national capacities and 
not replace them; 

(f) Supporting LDCs in gaining access to information and communications 
technologies, necessary physical infrastructure and critical capacity-building that 
would facilitate bridging the digital divide, bearing in mind the need for diffusion 
and transfer of technology; 

(g) Supporting sectoral policies and programmes in a manner that helps achieve an 
appropriate balance between economic objectives, such as strengthening and 
diversification of the LDC economies, and social development goals; 

(h) Undertaking public information campaigns, with the participation of relevant 
stakeholders, to increase public understanding of the development challenges 
faced by the LDCs, as well as public support in favour of the genuine and urgent 
need for development of the LDCs; 

(i) Supporting the efforts of the LDCs in creating and promoting a comprehensive 
and integrated information base, including through strengthening of national 
statistical systems. 
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Commitment 2: Good governance at national and international levels 

25. Success in meeting the objectives of development and poverty eradication depends, inter 
alia, on good governance within each country. It also depends on good governance at the 
international level and on transparency in the financial, monetary and trading systems. We are 
committed to an open, equitable, rule-based, predictable and non-discriminatory multilateral 
trading and financial system. No effort will be spared to promote democracy and strengthen the 
rule of law, as well as respect for all internationally recognized human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, including the right to development. 

26. Good governance at both national and international levels is essential for the 
implementation of the commitments embodied in this Programme of Action.  

27. Successful implementation of the objectives, policies, commitments and measures 
contained in the Programme of Action will require, at the national level among other things, that 
these be supported by good governance through transparent, accountable, and efficient 
institutions and practices within the Government, the private sector and civil society. Despite 
efforts by LDCs in this regard, their governance goals have not yet been achieved. These efforts 
need to be pursued, with the support of the international community as an essential factor. In 
LDCs, many institutions and processes are inadequately developed, reflecting low overall levels 
of socio-economic development. It should be recognized that promoting good governance in 
these countries needs to be approached with a long-term view. 

28. Governance issues at the international level and international economic decision-making 
processes that affect LDCs’ development, including issues of their effective participation, should 
be addressed. Multilateral policy and regulatory issues that affect LDCs’ development efforts 
should also be addressed. The circumstances and interests of LDCs should be taken fully into 
account in multilateral institutions and processes. Adequate attention must be paid to checking 
unfair business practices and corruption by multinational companies, domestic firms and any 
other business entities. 

29. Actions by the LDCs and their development partners will be along the following lines:  

 (i) Actions by LDCs 
 
(a) Continuing efforts to establish an effective, fair and stable institutional, legal and 

regulatory framework in order to strengthen the rule of law and to foster effective 
participation of and close cooperation among all relevant stakeholders at national 
and local levels in the development process; 

(b) Promoting and respecting all internationally recognized human rights, including 
the right to development;  

(c) Respecting, promoting and realizing the principles contained in the ILO 
“Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up”; 
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(d) Fostering just, transparent and well- functioning Governments accountable to the 
people as well as promoting an accessible and independent judicial system; 

(e) Pursuing national policies and strategies to promote confidence building and 
conflict prevention, and in countries affected by conflict, to promote peaceful 
settlement of disputes, reconciliation and post-conflict peace building;  

(f) Promoting broad-based popular participation in development, inter alia through 
decentralization, where appropriate;  

(g) Enabling the poor through promoting social inclusion and empowerment in order 
to enhance their effective participation in the governance process, inter alia by 
strengthening their social networks; 

(h) Striving to fully protect and promote gender equality, non-discrimination and the 
empowerment of women as effective means contributing to eradication of 
poverty, elimination of hunger, combating disease and stimulating growth and 
sustainable development; 

(i) Promoting effective representation and participation of women in all spheres of 
decision-making, including the political process at all levels; 

(j) Strengthening policies and measures aimed at social, economic and political 
inclusion of all segments of societies; 

(k) Strengthening efforts to fight corruption, bribery, money laundering, illegal 
transfer of funds and other illicit activities by strengthening anti-corruption laws 
and regulations and their effective application; 

(l) Continuing to promote and enhance effective measures, including fiscal and 
financial sector reforms for better domestic resource mobilization, and 
reallocating public resources for investment in social development, inter alia 
through the appropriate reduction of excessive military expenditures, including 
global military expenditures; 

(m) Strengthening human and institutional capacities for the formulation, application 
and evaluation of relevant policies and actions in the above areas. 

(ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Ensuring meaningful support for full and effective participation of LDCs in 
international dialogue and action on development, peace and security, as well as 
in decision- and rule-making and standard-setting in all areas affecting their 
development; 
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(b) Providing adequate and appropriate response, including financial and technical 
assistance, to requests of LDCs for human and institutional capacity building for 
governance functions; 

(c) Providing appropriate assistance in response to a request by an LDC Government, 
and in accordance with the UN Charter, to help the prevention and resolution of 
conflicts, as well as supporting confidence-building, post-conflict peace-building, 
reintegration and reconstruction, thus paving the way for durable peace and 
sustainable development;  

(d) Supporting the efforts of LDCs to strengthen institutional capacity and regulatory 
frameworks for preventing corruption, bribery and money laundering, illegal 
transfer of funds and other illicit activities by both public and private entities; 

(e) Working with LDCs to ensure transparency of development cooperation 
programmes, including tendering for international aid projects;  

(f) Assisting LDCs in building partnerships and networks domestically among their 
institutions as well as at the international level, including those in the private 
sector, civil society and relevant intergovernmental bodies, in order to promote 
private and public sector dialogue to improve their capacity to enhance 
transparency and accountability in economic activities and development. 
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Commitment 3: Building human and institutional capacities 

30. LDCs’ greatest assets are their women, men and children, whose potentials as both 
agents and beneficiaries of development must be fully realized. Efforts at development of human 
capacities in LDCs have been affected by low school enrolment and low health, nutrition and 
sanitation status and by the prevalence of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, particularly in Africa, and 
malaria, tuberculosis and other communicable diseases, as well as by natural and man-made 
disasters. Making steady progress in this area will be a major objective during the decade. An 
immediate priority is to focus greater effort on fighting HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis and 
their social and economic impact. At the same time, longer-term policies and strategies must be 
pursued in health, education, employment and rural development, with due consideration for 
cross-sectoral synergies. 

31. The 20/20 initiative is to be implemented on the basis of mutual agreement and 
commitment by donors and LDCs. It is recognized that this initiative is important in mobilizing 
new and additional resources, both from domestic and external sources, with a view to 
facilitating universal access to basic social services. 

A. Social infrastructure and social service delivery 

32. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

 (i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Increasing budgetary allocations in favour of social infrastructure and basic social 
services, including through intersectoral reallocation and appropriate cost-
recovery measures, with due consideration for the protection of the poor; 

(b) Creating an efficient environment for and enhancing the effectiveness of social 
sector investment, including through greater reliance on a participatory local 
community approach in the design, implementation and evaluation of measures 
relating to the provision of social infrastructures and basic social services, 
particularly to improve the condition of the poor members of the community, 
including through building on deeply embedded traditions of voluntary mutual aid 
and self-help forms of social capital; 

(c) Offering training, including on-the-job training, to social service providers, 
particularly to teachers and health-care personnel, taking into account gender 
equality; 

(d) Encouraging private sector involvement to complement public sector provision of 
social infrastructure and social services within an appropriate regulatory 
framework, and seeking lessons from the past in order to avoid repeating failure;  

(e) Giving adequate priority to issues of housing and sustainable human settlements 
in rural areas and in urban locations with a concentration of the poor; 
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(f) Making efforts towards the establishment and improvement of national health 
facilities and statistics. 

(ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Making determined efforts to increase ODA in support of LDCs’ efforts towards 
provision of social infrastructure and social services, in order to reach the UN 
social targets in this Programme of Action; 

(b) Promoting and encouraging innovative sources of funding and providing technical 
support through partnerships among LDC and donor Governments, the national 
and international private sector, and NGOs and foundations; 

(c) Contributing to enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of the social sector by 
reducing aid-related transaction costs and facilitating government coordination 
efforts among relevant stakeholders;  

(d) Assisting in improving the collection and dissemination of relevant information, 
including in the establishment and improvement of national health facilities and 
statistics in LDCs; 

(e) Assisting LDCs in developing effective safety nets and swift response 
mechanisms to cope with natural disasters and socio-economic shocks, including 
those resulting from economic reform programmes and fiscal adjustment.  

B. Population 

33. The following goals, targets and actions will be pursued during the decade in conformity 
with the Programme of Action and report of the International Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD) and the report of the twenty-first Special Session of the General Assembly 
(ICPD+5). 

Goals and targets 

34. The following goals and targets will be pursued during the decade: 

(a) Making accessible, through the primary health care system, reproductive health to 
all individuals of appropriate ages as soon as possible and no later than the year 
2015; 1/ 

(b) Making available the widest achievable range of safe, effective, affordable and 
acceptable family planning and contraceptive methods. 2/ 
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35. Action by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

(i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Strengthening population policies and strategies consistent with internationally 
agreed goals and objectives, as well as with the particular circumstances and 
demographic trends of LDCs, as an integral part of development policies; 

(b) Strengthening basic health care systems and increasing access to and availability 
of the widest range of quality health care, including reproductive and sexual 
health care and promoting reproductive rights as defined in the ICPD Programme 
of Action, in the broader context of health sector reform, with particular emphasis 
on maternal/child health; 

(c) Addressing effectively, including through appropriate policies, problems and 
conditions of labour supply and internal migration. 

(ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Providing enhanced and strengthened support to LDCs in their efforts to build 
national capacity for formulating and implementing population and development 
policies and strategies and to access and use appropriate technology and know-
how; 

(b) Assisting LDCs to redress the severe inadequacies in demographic data that 
restrict effective policy regarding population and development;  

(c) Providing support, including technical, financial or other forms of support, to 
LDCs to improve conditions of labour supply and mitigate problems of migration. 

C. Education and training 

Goals and targets 

36. Policies and measures will be pursued in line with the following goals and targets: 

(a) Ensuring that by 2015 all children, particularly girls, children in difficult 
circumstances and those belonging to ethnic minorities, have access to and 
complete, free and compulsory primary education of good quality; 3/ 

(b) Achieving a 50 per cent improvement in levels of adult literacy by 2015, 
especia lly for women, and equitable access to basic and continuing education for 
all adults; 4/ 
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(c) Eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005, and 
achieving gender equality in education by 2015, with a focus on ensuring girls’ 
full and equal access to and achievement in basic education of good quality. 5/ 

37. Actions by LDCs and the development partners in pursuing the above targets will be 
along the following lines: 

 (i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Assigning high priority to education, particularly basic education and vocational 
training, in development budgets, to improve access to and quality of education; 

(b) Mobilizing national and international political will for Education for All and 
developing or strengthening existing National Action Plans on Education, as 
agreed at the Education for All Conference in Dakar, integrated into a wider 
poverty reduction and development framework, to ensure that all girls and boys 
and women and men gain the core skills they need to take advantage of economic 
opportunities;  

(c) Redressing pro-urban and pro-male bias in educational policies, where it exists, 
by actions on both the demand and supply sides, improving curricula and teacher 
training so that they are gender-sensitive, and improving girls’ enrolment at 
primary and secondary levels in both urban and rural areas; 

(d) Developing and strengthening instruction and technical and vocational training on 
science and technology, particularly information and communications 
technologies (ICTs), and exploiting the potential contribution of ICTs to learning, 
including through the use of distance learning;  

(e) Taking measures to reduce drop-out rates of children, especially girls, particularly 
to retain in school children who are poor, vulnerable, disadvantaged and socially 
marginalized; 

(f) Promoting partnership with the private sector in an integrated system that links 
education, training and employment, including self-employment; 

(g) Enhancing non-formal education in order to promote adult literacy among women 
and men; 

(h) Developing an incentive system to attract highly qualified nationals working 
abroad to take advantage of their skills and make good use of their experience for 
facilitation of networking between the institutions in which they were working 
and LDCs’ institutions; 

(i) Implementing education programmes and actions, including public awareness 
programmes, to address the HIV/AIDS pandemic, tuberculosis, malaria, and other 
communicable diseases; 
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(j) Promoting a culture of peace, particularly through education, and strengthening 
efforts towards peaceful resolution of conflicts; 

(k) Strengthening health education programmes, complemented by immunization 
programmes, nutrition, safe water and sanitation and the creation of healthier 
environments, in recognition that healthy well-nourished children are better 
learners. 

 (ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Providing enhanced support, including strengthened ODA, from both bilateral and 
multilateral sources, to reach the above targets on education and literacy; 

(b) Helping LDCs develop or strengthen national plans of action for education, with 
provision of special technical support to countries facing significant challenges, 
such as complex crises and natural disasters; 

(c) Providing support to institutional capacity-building for the formulation and 
implementation of human resources and institutional development policies and 
intensifying efforts to transfer knowledge and improve the capacity for local 
knowledge creation in LDCs; 

(d) Supporting systemic reform activities in the education sector; 

(e) Encouraging and assisting LDCs in building capacities for pre-school, primary, 
secondary and tertiary education and technical and vocational training; 

(f) Strengthening local stakeholders working in education, largely through local 
communities and locally based schooling initiatives; 

(g) Supporting LDC Governments in expanding and strengthening education 
programmes related to HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis and other communicable 
diseases, in partnership with NGOs and other national stakeholders; 

(h) Supporting initiatives to overcome barriers to girls’ education, and achieving 
expanded and improved learning for girls;  

(i) Assisting with efforts, including through technical or other forms of support, to 
introduce innovative education and training methods, including distance learning;  

(j) Encouraging and facilitating networking among educational and training 
institutions in developed countries and those in LDCs, including provision of 
voluntary services in educational and training fields;  

(k) Providing financial and non-financial resources for research and development 
activities carried out in LDCs, including facilitating partnerships between 
researchers in LDCs and researchers in development partner countries granting 
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incentives to international researchers to participate in R & D activities in LDCs 
in such areas as health and sanitation, nutrition, education, and other social 
services;  

(l) Supporting LDCs’ efforts in developing an incentive system to attract highly 
qualified nationals working abroad. 

D. Health, nutrition and sanitation 

Goals and targets 

38. Policies and measures will be pursued in line with the following goals and targets: 

(a) Reducing the infant mortality rate below 35 per 1,000 live births by 2015; 6/ 

(b) Reducing the under 5 mortality rate below 45 per 1,000 live births by 2015; 7/ 

(c) Reducing the maternal mortality rate by three-quarters of the current rate by 2015; 
8/ 

(d) Reducing the number of undernourished people by half by the year 2015; 9/ 

(e) Reducing by half by 2015 the proportion of people who are unable to reach or to 
afford safe drinking water; 10/ 

(f) Reducing HIV infection rates in persons 15-24 years of age by 2005 in all 
countries, and by 25 per cent in the most affected countries; 11/ 

(g) Increasing the percentage of women receiving maternal and prenatal care by 60 
per cent; 

(h) Halving malnutrition among pregnant women and among pre-school children in 
LDCs by 2015; 

(i) Substantially reducing infection rates from malaria, tuberculosis and other killer 
diseases in LDCs by the end of the decade; reducing tuberculosis (TB) deaths and 
prevalence of the disease by 50 per cent by 2010; and reducing the burden of 
disease associated with malaria by 50 per cent by 2010;  

(j) Promoting child health and survival and reducing disparities between and within 
developed and developing countries as quickly as possible, with particular 
attention to eliminating the pattern of excess and preventable mortality among girl 
infants and children; 

(k) Improving the health and nutritional status of infants and children; 

(l) Promoting breast feeding as a child survival strategy. 
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39. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

 (i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Developing health systems in which special attention is given to the poorest 
sectors of society by promoting community participation, including, when 
possible, useful and proven traditional structures, in planning and managing basic 
health services, including health promotion and disease prevention, bearing in 
mind the gender aspect; 

(b) Increasing public expenditure and encouraging greater private and community 
investment to achieve international goals and targets in the area of health, 
nutrition and sanitation consistent with public policy objectives related to 
equitable access; 

(c) Implementing policies to improve physical and economic access by all to 
sufficient, nutritionally adequate and safe foods; 

(d) Embarking on prioritized and verifiable programmes for the prevention, treatment 
and control of communicable disease, particularly HIV/AIDS, malaria, 
tuberculosis, diarrhoeal disease and respiratory disease, including the 
enhancement of public health infrastructures; 

(e) Giving priority to strengthening the provision of social services related to health 
care, including nutrition, disease prevention, immunization, education, clean 
water and safe sanitation; 

(f) Embracing programmes geared toward providing care for people living with and 
affected by HIV/AIDS and for children orphaned by AIDS;  

(g) Encouraging domestic research capacity-building and fully exploiting traditional 
knowledge systems in the areas of health, as well as adopting best practices 
elsewhere; 

(h) Developing and implementing prophylactic programmes for preventable 
childhood diseases and conditions;  

(i) Increasing the availability and accessibility of safe drinking water, particularly for 
rural populations.  

 (ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Enhancing ODA and other forms of support, including technical support, for 
health, safe water and sanitation and supporting LDCs in ensuring access to and 
availability of safe drinking water by the year 2005; 
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(b) Assisting the LDCs to develop sustainable capabilities to provide their people 
with access to sufficient, nutritionally adequate and safe food; 

(c) Assisting LDCs to set up effective health infrastructures and to increase access to 
necessary medicines and vaccines, including urging the pharmaceutical industry 
to make drugs related to communicable diseases, particularly HIV/AIDS, malaria 
and tuberculosis, more widely available and affordable, particularly for the LDCs, 
while reaffirming the need for strict compliance with safety and quality assurance 
and other relevant laws and regulations; 

(d) Recognizing and protecting traditional knowledge while continuing discussions 
on the subject in the appropriate fora; 

(e) Supporting LDC Governments in expanding and strengthening programmes 
related to HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis  and other communicable diseases, in 
partnership with NGOs, the private sector and other national stakeholders; 

(f) Supporting research and analysis on the effects of environmental pollution on 
human health as a factor limiting economic growth and development; 

(g) Supporting LDCs’ Governments in strengthening programmes for control of 
epidemics, including quarantine processes and infrastructure. 

E. Social integration 

40. People living in extreme poverty suffer not only from lack of income but also from lack 
of access to basic social infrastructure. Poverty fosters social exclusion and exposure to shocks, 
man-made or natural; it also severely limits the capacity to withstand such shocks, which can 
increase the number of people living in poverty. Actions by LDCs and their partners should 
include promoting greater social integration and strengthening, where appropriate, mechanisms 
for the participation and protection of all people, including disadvantaged and vulnerable groups 
and persons. Measures should be taken to ensure respect for and protection of the human rights 
of migrants, migrant workers and their families, to eliminate the increasing acts of racism and 
xenophobia in many societies and to promote greater harmony and tolerance in all societies. 

41. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

 (i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Supporting civil society, including traditional and community organizations, in 
efforts to invest in building social capital and social networks, particularly for the 
poor and marginalized; 

(b) Promoting appropriate legislation for greater social integration and social 
inclusion, paying special attention to minorities and other vulnerable groups; 
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(c) Promoting education programmes that emphasize tolerance based on race, 
religion, sex, age or ethnicity; 

(d) Promoting diversification of income sources and crop and plot utilization, with 
the full participation of those involved at the community level; 

(e) Establishing and strengthening microcredit institutions in view of their capacity to 
make available credit, mobilize savings and provide related financial and business 
services for an increasing number of people living in poverty, particularly women. 

 (ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Strengthening support for policies and measures in LDCs that enhance social 
integration and social safety nets, including those which encourage voluntary 
actions, as well as organizations and mechanisms in the governmental and non-
governmental sectors promoting such policies; 

(b) Strengthening the capability and encouraging the cooperation of relevant UN 
agencies to promote social integration and social safety nets, particularly in 
complex emergencies and in post-conflict and disaster management strategies; 

(c) Supporting the strengthening of existing and emerging microcredit institutions in 
LDCs; 

(d) Providing a greater financial response to United Nations consolidated 
humanitarian appeals in respect of LDCs. 
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Commitment 4: Building productive capacities to make globalization work for LDCs 
 

42. The capacity of LDCs to accelerate growth and sustainable development is impeded by 
various structural and supply-side constraints. Among these constraints are low productivity; 
insufficient financial resources; inadequate physical and social infrastructure; lack of skilled 
human resources; degradation of the environment; weak institutional capacities, including trade 
support services, in both public and private sectors; low technological capacity; lack of an 
enabling environment to support entrepreneurship and promote public and private partnership; 
and lack of access of the poor, particularly women, to productive resources and services. 
Geographical handicaps faced by landlocked and island LDCs aggravate the impact of these 
impediments. Critical factors to stimulate productive capacity include: stable macro-economic 
conditions, a conducive legal and regulatory framework, adequate institutional, physical and 
social infrastructure and a vibrant private sector. An effective dialogue between government and 
the private sector, as well as policy consistency within trade, investment and enterprise 
development, is needed to underpin an enabling environment for economic development. It is 
also important to encourage and promote good corporate practices. Concrete support should be 
based upon the national programmes of action or poverty eradication strategies of LDCs. 

43. The following goals and targets may be pursued, in accordance with national development 
policies and strategies: 

(a) Increasing road networks or connections in LDCs to the current level of other 
developing countries and urban road capacities, including sewerage and other 
related facilities, by 2010;  

(b) Modernizing and expanding ports and airports and their ancillary facilities to 
enhance their capacities by 2010;  

(c) Modernizing and expanding railway connections and facilities, increasing their 
capacities to the level of those in other developing countries by the end of the 
decade;  

(d) Increasing LDCs’ communication networks, including telecommunication and 
postal services, and improving access of the poor to such services in urban and 
rural areas to reach the current levels in other developing countries;  

(e) Increasing computer literacy among students in higher institutions and universities 
by 50 per cent and in junior and high schools by 25 per cent by 2015;  

(f) Increasing average telephone density to 5 main lines per 100 inhabitants and 
Internet connections to 10 users per 100 inhabitants by the year 2010. 12/ 
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44. A paramount objective of the actions by LDCs and their development partners should be 
to continue to strengthen productive capacities by overcoming structural constraints. Access to 
finance by way of domestic resource mobilization, foreign direct investment and increased ODA 
resources will be critical in this regard. LDCs should be treated with flexibility in the application 
of relevant multilateral disciplines, without compromising those disciplines, so as to allow them a 
degree of freedom in providing appropriate incentives with a view to improving productive 
capacity, diversification, and export capability and raising competitiveness. 

45. In the LDCs, national development programmes can be effective only if they attempt to 
address the supply capacity weaknesses of this group of countries.  

46. The ongoing process of globalization and interdependence is potentially a powerful and 
dynamic force that can contribute to growth, poverty eradication and sustainable development for 
LDCs. However, the LDCs have not been able to take full advantage of these opportunities, 
owing to supply and demand side constraints facing them. Strong actions are therefore required 
to help LDCs to integrate beneficially into the world economy, reversing their marginalization in 
global trade, finance, investment and technology flows. In this respect, addressing supply 
capacity weaknesses by building productive capacity will be crucial. 

A. Physical infrastructure  

47. The objective of actions by LDCs and their development partners is to provide a reliable 
physical infrastructure, which is essential for efficient operation of existing productive assets and 
enterprises, attracting new investment, and assuring meaningful economic development. The 
specific geographical constraints and problems of land-locked and small island LDCs deserve 
particular attention. 

48. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

 (i) Actions by LDCs  

(a) Providing support to the development and strengthening of critical areas of 
physical infrastructure, including rural infrastructure, transportation, energy, 
telecommunications, information and communications technologies, and water, 
including through the encouragement of more private investment; 

(b) Promoting a bilateral, subregional and regional approach to economic 
infrastructure rehabilitation and development in order to gain economies of scale 
and attract both FDI and donor funding.  
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 (ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Supporting, inter alia through ODA, LDC efforts to upgrade and develop physical 
infrastructures, by augmenting public investment in maintaining, upgrading and 
developing such infrastructure; 

(b) Providing technical support and private sector guarantees to support infrastructural 
programmes in order to facilitate bilateral, subregional and regional 
complementarities, including between land-locked LDCs and their transit partners; 

(c) Supporting infrastructure development through inter alia public investment and by 
facilitating private investment in order to enhance trade, at the national, regional, 
and international levels;  

(d) Supporting LDCs’ efforts to attract private investment and facilitate the transfer of 
the relevant technology, in accordance with relevant multilateral agreements, for 
the development of physical infrastructure. 

B. Technology 

49. Enterprises in LDCs are characterized by employment of low-level technologies, lack of 
resources to acquire new technologies, and low capability for upgrading old technologies or 
adapting and utilizing new ones when they are available. Transfer and diffusion of technology by 
transnational corporations could be promoted by conducive policies, regulatory transparency, 
market liberalization and improved absorptive capacity of local enterprises and by addressing the 
problems of high cost of technology and financial constraints. The very low level of technology 
in LDCs, including in the areas of new technologies such as ICTs, biotechnology and 
environmentally sound technologies, will need to be addressed through concerted actions by 
LDCs and their development partners. LDCs are facing the danger of increased marginalization 
as access to global networks, new information technologies and advanced services become 
driving forces of integration into the world economy. In this context, research and development, 
including inter alia through the private sector, has a strategic role to play in strengthening know-
how and building the necessary special knowledge base in LDCs to prevent a widening digital 
divide. 

50. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

(i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Articulating policies and measures to foster an enabling environment to facilitate 
the acquisition and development of technology and to enhance innovation 
capacity; 

(b) Attracting FDI that is conducive to transfer of technology, and building up supply 
capabilities and promoting inter- firm as well as horizontal and vertical linkages in 
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order to foster the diffusion of new technologies within the economy while 
promoting its integration;  

(c) Promoting appropriate and sustainable technologies by investing in local research 
and development and capacity-building programmes and by utilizing new and 
emerging technologies, including the Internet. 

(ii) Actions by development partners  

(a) Through financial, technical and/or other assistance, supporting LDCs’ efforts to 
achieve levels of investment in infrastructure for education and training that are 
consistent with building local technological capabilities, including through 
innovative private partnerships; 

(b) Assisting LDC firms to link up with firms in developed countries in ways that 
would play a catalytic role in LDC technological development; 

(c) Considering innovative mechanisms with a view to according LDCs special 
treatment in facilitating acquisition, transfer and development of technology to 
help LDCs gain access to technology; 

(d) Fostering concerted international partnership to bring the benefits of ICT to LDCs 
so as to improve connectivity and reduce the “digital divide”; 

(e) Promoting linkages between research and development institutions in the LDCs 
and their development partners; 

(f) Complying fully with already existing multilateral commitments in the area of 
technology transfer, particularly by providing incentives as provided for and 
agreed in article 66(2) of the TRIPS Agreement ; 

(g) Taking concrete measures to facilitate access to or provide technology and 
equipment inter alia as part of ODA.  

C. Enterprise development 

51. Production in most LDCs, particularly in the private sector, is dominated by smallholder 
farmers, small enterprises and the  informal sector, including industrial and service enterprises 
which supply most basic goods and services and generate the greater part of employment and 
incomes. However, the majority of these enterprises have difficulties in expanding into medium 
and large-size firms, and usually lack sufficient skills and financial and non-financial business 
development services, access to finance, technology and managerial and entrepreneurial skills.  

52. The private sector can play a crucial role in poverty eradication by contributing to 
economic growth and creating employment. Specific attention should be given to the needs of 
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micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, including enterprises owned by female entrepreneurs, 
and to the development of a sustainable financial sector.  

53. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines:  

 (i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Creating an enabling environment for the development of entrepreneurship, 
including by providing access to finance, including new and innovative forms of 
financing, as well as targeted business support services to micro, small and 
medium-sized enterprises in rural and urban areas, including female 
entrepreneurs; 

(b) Promoting the informal sector through an appropriate legal and institutional 
framework, including property rights, that facilitates their graduation to the formal 
sector and improves access to energy, land, water and credit; 

(c) Creating mechanisms for public-private sector dialogue and partnership in order to 
enhance coherence between trade, investment and enterprise policies and in this 
regard assist capacity-building of representative business associations. 

 (ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Complementing the domestic efforts of LDCs by supporting programmes to 
improve access of informal, small and medium-sized enterprises to financial and 
business services, inter alia through public and private venture capital funds and 
partnerships as well as microcredit mechanisms, and to build the capacity of local 
sectoral trade support institutions in both the private and public sectors, as a 
means of transferring and diffusing technology;  

(b) Providing support to strengthen managerial and technical skills and other business 
support services, including access to information; 

(c) Encouraging public-private dialogue and partnerships with LDC enterprises to 
facilitate foreign direct investment flows, including technology and other 
intangible assets; 

(d) Providing support for capacity-building programmes that provide training, 
business-development services, networking and partnering, and the institutional 
framework to foster entrepreneurial capabilities, managerial and technical skills, as 
well as the growth of internationally competitive small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs). 
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D. Energy 

54. The levels of production and consumption of energy in the majority of LDCs are 
inadequate and unstable. The majority of people, especially in rural areas, have to rely heavily on 
traditional sources of energy which are injurious to health and the environment. Efficient energy 
systems are a key element of economic growth, productivity increases, investment in improved 
technology, lower costs, and a higher level of national welfare. Energy also plays a key role in 
enhancing competitiveness and in attracting private investment. A strong, efficient, competitive 
energy sector can support technologies that promote a mix of cost-effective, clean fossil and 
renewable energy sources for growth and sustainable development. 

55. Access to energy, transport and communication systems at affordable prices is important 
to sustainable development and poverty eradication. This will require, over the next few years, 
large-scale investments and the mobilization of an important amount of domestic and external 
resources. While domestic public investments have a positive role to play, in view of scarcities of 
domestic resources in LDCs, it will also be important to mobilize external capital, including 
official development assistance and foreign direct investment. 

56. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

 (i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Facilitating the availability of affordable energy, including through the 
introduction and promotion of innovative financing schemes in rural areas, such 
as micro-financing and cooperative arrangements for credit and licensing 
agreements, in order to encourage the involvement of the private sector in 
providing energy services; 

(b) Enhancing capacities in energy production, trade, and distribution;  

(c) Promoting renewable energy development by putting in place an enabling policy 
environment, with appropriate institutional arrangements; 

(d) Promoting policies that address energy requirements and, in this context, giving as 
appropriate preference to cost-effective energy sources, including fossil and 
renewable energy development;  

(e) Encouraging regional, subregional and bilateral cooperation in research and 
development, as well as investment to increase the production and consumption of 
both renewable and clean fossil fuels and to encourage the interconnection of 
energy grids; 

(f) Attracting domestic and foreign investments to increase energy infrastructure by 
creating a predictable and transparent framework of rules and regulations. 
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 (ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Supporting the LDCs in their development of energy resources, including 
renewable energy, natural gas and other clean energy sources, inter alia through 
financial assistance and by facilitating private sector investment;  

(b) Facilitating the transfer of technology for the development of clean energy 
technologies in accordance with relevant international agreements; 

(c) Promoting capacity building in the energy sector, including through national and 
regional centres of excellence; 

(d) Addressing LDCs’ concerns in coping with increases in prices of energy imports, 
inter alia by supporting LDC efforts to diversify sources of energy, where 
feasible, and to take measures so that energy policies are supportive of LDCs’ 
efforts to eradicate poverty; 

(e) Supporting LDC efforts to diversify sources of energy, where feasible, in order to 
reduce dependence on any one source.  

E. Agriculture and agro-industries  

57. Agriculture is the pivotal sector in the LDCs, as it underpins food security, foreign 
exchange earnings, industrial and rural development, and employment generation. LDCs and 
their partners should pursue further reforms, taking into account the developmental concerns of 
LDCs, to improve the productive capacity of agriculture and fisheries, enhance productivity and 
competitiveness, diversify exports and move up the value chain in the processing and export of 
agricultural products.  Increasing the productive capacity of agriculture and fisheries and the 
income of people working in these sectors in LDCs is therefore a key priority. It requires new 
investments in regional and national agricultural and fishery research and rural infrastructure, 
extension of better farming and fishing practices and innovative and sustainable technologies, as 
well as marketing advice, structured and effective finance and greater tenure security, including 
access to and control over land by female farmers irrespective of their marital status. 

58. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines:  

 (i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Increasing public and private investments in agriculture and programmes for rural 
economic and social infrastructure, including improving access to rural credit 
facilities, providing improved investment incentives in accordance with their 
international commitments, as well as supporting institutions involved in research 
and development and extension services; 
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(b) Strengthening and supporting national, subregional and regional institutions for 
agriculture and rural development and facilitating their adaptation to changing 
conditions; 

(c) Increasing access of the poor, particularly women, to support services and 
productive resources, particularly land, water, credit and extension services; 

(d) Encouraging structural adaptations in production, processing and marketing 
systems so as to respond to evolving consumption patterns and to reduce costs and 
build on complementarities between production of cash and food crops and 
livestock, fisheries and forestry; 

(e) Taking appropriate measures to implement national programmes of action derived 
from the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, in particular 
measures to conserve soil fertility and forestry and rehabilitate marginal lands; 

(f) Facilitating access of farmers to appropriate high-yield varieties of seeds for both 
food staples and cash crops; 

(g) Facilitating access of products to domestic and external markets; 

(h) Promoting agro-based industries as a means to improve agricultural technology, 
raise rural incomes and foster stronger linkages between agriculture and industry; 

(i) Diversifying production and exports from low value-added to high value-added 
products; 

(j) Strengthening farmers’ capacities so as to improve crop intensity, land cultivation, 
production, harvesting and storage systems; 

(k) Developing agricultural marketing systems and storage and other related facilities 
and services.  

 (ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Providing support for LDCs’ undertakings to improve agricultural productivity 
and increase competit iveness, inter alia through ODA and increased foreign 
direct investment; 

(b) Facilitating access of LDCs to appropriate agricultural technologies and practices; 

(c) Supporting LDCs’ actions for the implementation of the national programmes of 
action deriving from the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, in 
particular measures to conserve soil, fertility and forestry and rehabilitate marginal 
lands;  

(d) Supporting the mechanization of agriculture for higher productivity;  
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(e) Supporting LDCs in developing irrigation infrastructure to reduce heavy 
dependence on rainfall; 

(f) Supporting development and expansion of social services and physical 
infrastructure to augment agricultural production; 

(g) Providing support for LDC R&D policies and actions by, among others, 
improving access to advanced scientific and technological breakthroughs in the 
field of agriculture, including biotechnologies. 

F. Manufacturing and mining  

59. Manufacturing is critical to the pursuit of sustained growth in the LDCs because of their 
potential to enhance technological capacities, advance the diversification of production and 
exports, add value to exports, and foster intersectoral and inter- industry linkages. For a number of 
LDCs, mining is an important actual or potential source of foreign exchange earnings. Recent 
reforms, which lead to modernization of manufacturing and mining industry, have enhanced 
prospects of private foreign and domestic investment in mining.  

60. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

 (i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Enhancing public investment with a view to supporting rehabilitation and  
sustainable development of the manufacturing sector and fostering domestic and 
foreign private investment; 

(b) Employing selective, performance-related and time-bound protection of infant 
industries while seeking to end infant industry protection as soon as possible.  
Such protection should be used strictly as a transitional provision to address 
market failures such as public and private monopolies and promote learning and 
capacity-building for future competitiveness; 

(c) Creating a framework, including by removing barriers discouraging private sector 
initiatives, that fosters horizontal and vertical ties among manufacturing firms and 
promotes collective efficiency, stimulates learning, and facilitates their access to 
infrastructure, training, information and financial intermediation; 

(d) Developing capacity, including through public/private partnerships, to undertake 
geological mapping, maintain an updated data bank on mineral resources, and 
provide physical infrastructure in known mineral-rich areas with a view to 
stimulating private-sector involvement in mining; 

(e) Encouraging local processing and value adding, including through diversification, 
and assisting informal, small-scale artisanal mining entities to upgrade into 
organized, formal small-scale mining units. 
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 (ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Supporting LDCs’ efforts to increase public and private investment, and the 
transfer of environmentally sound technologies on favourable terms, including 
concessional and preferential terms as mutually agreed and in accordance with 
relevant international agreements, in the manufacturing and processing sector; 

(b) Providing technical support for geological mapping and compilation of basic data 
on local mineral potential, product adaptation and market studies for small and 
medium-scale mines, as well as acquisition of new technologies, skills and modern 
methods of management by small-scale mining entities, including facilitating LDC 
partnerships with private investors. 

G. Rural development and food security  

61. Lack of food security is the most typical face of poverty for both urban and rural people in 
LDCs. Some 70 per cent of the poor and food- insecure are rural dwellers, many of whom are 
small farmers who produce on the brink of survival, or landless people trying to sell their labour. 
Poverty eradication is critical in improving access to food. Food and nutritional security must be 
part of a larger framework of sustainable rural development and of poverty eradication. In many 
countries, women are responsible for the bulk of food production, but they need the right to own 
land and to inherit land, inter alia in order to obtain credit and training, as well as tools, and to 
increase the productivity of the land and to be able to better feed themselves and their families. 
All efforts will be made towards advanced implementation of the target of the World Food 
Summit to reduce by half the number of undernourished people by 2015. The high rate of 
HIV/AIDS prevalence in rural areas is having devastating effects on agricultural productivity and 
food security and needs to be addressed. 

62. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

(i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Reviewing and revising, as appropriate, their national plans, programmes and 
strategies with a view to achieving food security and rural development; 

(b) Strengthening local institutions and enacting policies and legislation that provide 
for more equitable and secure access to ownership and control of natural 
resources, particularly land, water, fisheries and forests, by both women and men; 

(c) Strengthening agriculture and rural development support institutions and 
facilitating their adaptation to changing conditions, in consultation with users and 
giving due importance to gender-based and other inequalities in access to services; 

(d) Promoting rural industries as a means to improve agricultural technology and raise 
rural incomes; 
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(e) Supporting and encouraging grassroots development activities, rural cooperatives 
and peasants’ initiatives; 

(f) Providing facilities for rural credit; 

(g) Continuing the process of liberalizing trade, expanding the sources of food supply 
and encouraging efficiencies in agricultural production, which will expand 
economic growth and food security; 

(h) Improving transport infrastructure and free flow of information with a view to 
more effective movement of food from surplus to deficit regions; 

(i) Developing integrated nutrition projects for vulnerable sections of LDCs’ 
population;  

(j) Undertaking legislative and administrative reforms to give women full and equal 
access to economic resources, including the right to inheritance and ownership of 
land and other property, credit, natural resources and appropriate technology. 

(ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Assisting countries in reviewing and formulating national plans for achieving 
food security and rural development; 

(b) Providing technical and other forms of assistance to LDCs to attain food security 
and implement rural development programmes; 

(c) Providing support to programmes and initiatives in LDCs, inter alia through 
ODA to improve rural credit facilities and enhance investment in rural economic 
and social infrastructure; 

(d) Facilitating food security through bilateral, regional and multilateral approaches, 
including purchase in regional markets in LDCs; 

(e) Fully and effectively implementing the Decision on Measures Concerning the 
Possible Negative Effects of the Reform Programme on Least-Developed and 
Net-Food-Importing Developing Countries adopted in Marrakech in 1994 and 
endorsed by the World Food Summit in 1996; 

(f) Considering helping LDCs to cope with rising food requirements, including 
through market-based mechanisms providing insurance for small-scale farmers 
against sudden terms-of-trade losses on agricultural export markets;  

(g) Assisting LDCs’ efforts to boost food production productivity to the benefit of the 
poor; 
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(h) Providing adequate food aid to LDCs facing severe food shortages, including food 
emergencies, and extending assistance to early warning systems, while seeking to 
avoid disruption of domestic food production. 

H. Sustainable tourism 
 
63. International tourism is one of the few economic sectors through which LDCs have 
managed to increase their participation in the global economy. It can be an engine of 
employment creation, poverty eradication, ensuring gender equality, and protection of the 
natural and cultural heritage. These facts principally result from the existence, in most LDCs, of 
significant comparative advantages that are conducive to viable tourism specialization. Yet, 
tourism is not among priority sectors for socio-economic development in many LDCs. 

64. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

 (i) Actions by LDCs 
 

(a) Promoting a climate conducive to tourism; 
 
(b) Recognizing the potential of the tourism sector in national development strategies, 

and ensuring effective participation of domestic tourism authorities in the national 
decision-making process; 

 
(c) Determining the most desirable tourism product specia lization in order to guide 

potential investors in their decisions; 
 
(d) Promoting domestic and foreign investment in the tourism industry and related 

sectors with full respect for natural and cultural heritage; 
 
(e) Taking measures to facilitate local tourism operators’ access to and participation 

in global information and distribution systems; 
 
(f) Formulating strategies to achieve the most beneficial linkages between tourism 

and land, sea and, particularly, air transport. 
 
 (ii) Action by development partners 
 

(a) Supporting LDCs’ efforts to encourage investment in the tourism industry and 
enterprise development in the wider tourism economy, in particular through 
increased access to finance and the development of local human resources; 

 
(b) Assisting LDCs in their efforts to enhance their economic efficiency, 

competitiveness and the sustainability of tourism operations, in particular by 
assisting their efforts to access and participate in global distribution systems and 
use appropriate technology; 
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(c) Assisting LDCs in their effo rts to promote synergy between transport and tourism, 

with particular reference to air transport; 
 

(d) Considering providing financial, technical and/or other forms of assistance to 
support LDCs’ efforts to strengthen their national capacities in the field of 
tourism.  
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Commitment 5: Enhancing the role of trade in development 

65. Trade will increasingly continue to be relied upon by LDCs to generate the resources for 
financing growth and development to complement those from ODA and private capital flows. 
The share of trade in GDP remains relatively high in most LDCs compared with other developing 
countries. However, the participation of LDCs in international trade is severely limited by a 
number of factors, in particular demand and supply-side constraints, as well as unfavourable 
market access conditions in markets affecting the products of greatest export interest to them, 
which largely explain their marginal share of 0.4 per cent of world trade in 1998. Coping with 
increased global market competitiveness also presents an important and great policy challenge to 
LDCs, and how they respond to it will be decisive in their success in regional and global 
integration strategies. Concrete action by the LDCs themselves, as well as their development 
partners, will therefore be required in order to overcome these constraints and transform trade 
into a powerful engine for growth and poverty eradication, as well as an effective instrument for 
drawing benefits from globalization and trade liberalization. Coherent actions by the United 
Nations, the Bretton Woods institutions and the World Trade Organization along with the actions 
of Governments remain an essential element of overall policy reform. Integration into the world 
economy is an insufficient but necessary precondition for long-term sustainability of poverty 
eradication. Integration of LDCs into the global economy can only be achieved through an 
integrated approach, including trade and macroeconomic policy, private sector development, 
finance, infrastructure, education and other supply-side measures. Regional integration, 
compatible with multilateral trade rules, can be an important stepping stone for LDCs to integrate 
themselves into the world economy and can help make liberalization work by enhancing the 
credibility and transparency of policy reforms. Regional integration can contribute to increasing 
the size of markets and thus make them more attractive to FDI. 

A. Trade, commodities and regional trading arrangements 

66. The actions below relate to external trade and related areas, commodities and regional 
trading arrangements, and should be read in conjunction with policies and actions under other 
commitments.  

(i) Actions by LDCs 

67. Actions by LDCs will include: 

(a) Strengthening efforts to integrate trade policies into national development policies 
towards poverty eradication; 

(b) Capacity-building in trade policy and related areas such as tariffs, customs, 
competition, investment and technology, including through the use of the 
Integrated Framework for Trade-related Technical Assistance for LDCs (IF); 

(c) Improving economic openness and policy predictability, as well as sound macro-
economic policy; 
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(d) Developing human and institutional capacities for effective and informed 
participation in the multilateral trading system and for effective negotiations on 
trade, finance, technology transfer and related areas; 

(e) Removing procedural and institutional bottlenecks that increase transaction costs, 
including through efforts to improve efficiency, efficacy and transparency by the 
implementation of trade facilitation measures and improving standards and 
quality control; 

(f) Taking advantage of market access opportunities through the identification and 
strengthening of lead subsectors in order to exploit actual and potential supply 
capacity; 

(g) Promoting trade and the competitiveness of exports in order to facilitate the 
integration of domestic enterprises into the international economy; 

(h) Intensifying horizontal and vertical diversification, including local processing of 
primary commodities; 

(i) Promoting subregional and regional cooperation, including for export promotion, 
and improving transport infrastructure to reduce costs and increase trade flows, 
taking into account the needs of landlocked LDCs and transit neighbours;  

(j) Implementing measures to enable women in LDCs, especially women 
entrepreneurs, to exploit the opportunities created by trade policy reforms and to 
mitigate any negative effects on them of these reforms; 

(k) Ensuring that food, agricultural trade, and overall trade policies are conducive to 
fostering food security for all through fair and market oriented agricultural trading 
system. 

 (ii) Actions by development partners 

68. Development partners will aim, including through actions within relevant multilateral 
fora, at: 

(a) Assisting LDCs in capacity-building in trade policy and related areas such as 
tariffs, customs, competition, investment and technology, particularly through the 
use of the Integrated Framework for Trade-related Technical Assistance for LDCs 
(IF); 

(b) Assisting LDCs in developing human and institutional capacities for effective 
negotiations and informed participation in the multilateral trading system in order 
that LDCs reap maximum benefits from it;  

(c) Assisting LDCs in removing procedural and institutional bottlenecks that increase 
transaction costs, including through efforts to improve efficiency, efficacy and 
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transparency by the implementation of trade facilitation measures and improving 
standards and quality control;  

(d) Assisting LDCs in intensifying horizontal and vertical diversification, including 
local processing of primary commodities; 

(e) Providing financial, technical and/or other forms of assistance in support of LDCs’ 
efforts to improve their transport infrastructure, particularly the efforts of island 
and landlocked LDCs, so as to reduce costs and increase trade flows; 

(f) Supporting, inter alia through financial, technical and/or other forms of assistance, 
LDCs’ efforts to promote subregional and regional cooperation, including for 
export promotion; 

(g) Assisting LDCs in their efforts to implement measures to enable women in LDCs, 
especially women entrepreneurs, to exploit the opportunities created by trade 
policy reforms and to mitigate any negative effects on them of these reforms; 

Market access 

(h) Improving preferential market access for LDCs by working towards the objective 
of duty-free and quota-free market access for all LDCs’ products. This will apply 
in the markets of developed countries.  Improvements in market access for LDCs 
should be granted on a secure and predictable basis.  They should be combined 
with simplified rules of origin that provide transparency and predictability so as to 
help ensure that LDCs benefit from the market access granted, and multi-donor 
programmes, such as the Integrated Framework for Trade-related Technical 
Assistance (IF), to upgrade LDCs’ production and export capacities and 
capabilities. Consideration should also be given to proposals for developing 
countries to contribute to improved market access for LDCs’ exports; 

Special and differential treatment 

(i) Implementing in full and as a matter of priority the special and differential 
measures in favour of LDCs as contained in the Final Act of the Uruguay Round. 
New measures for LDCs should also be considered as part of future multilateral 
trade negotiations; 

(j) Continuing to improve the generalized system of preferences (GSP) for LDCs, 
inter alia by reducing administrative and procedural complexities and by making 
it more predictable; 

(k) In any appropriate negotiations, examining the possibility of strengthening the 
effectiveness of non-actionable categories of subsidies in order to take into 
account the needs of LDCs; 

(l) Increasing support to enhance agricultural production and productivity; 
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(m) Strengthening, as required, technical assistance for the implementation of 
multilateral trade agreements and considering making such technical assistance an 
integral part of commitments to be taken in future trade agreements. Technical 
cooperation in areas related to the implementation of existing or possible new 
WTO agreements should complement LDCs’ trade policy reforms; 

(n) Providing technical assistance for the implementation of the WTO Agreements on 
Technical Barriers to Trade and on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures with a 
view to responding to the special problems faced by the LDCs; 

Accession to WTO 

(o) As some developing countries, including a considerable number of LDCs, are not 
members of WTO, facilitating the accession process on the basis of terms that 
take into account their stage of development and the basic principles of special 
and differential treatment. In the meantime, supporting efforts of LDCs already 
seeking to accede, which will include: 

(i) Ensuring that the accession process is more effective and less onerous and 
tailored to their specific economic conditions, inter alia by streamlining 
WTO procedural requirements; 

(ii) Providing for automatic eligibility of all acceding LDCs for all provisions 
on special and differential treatment in existing WTO agreements; 

(iii) In view of LDCs’ special economic situation and their development, 
financial and trade needs, WTO members should exercise restraint, where 
appropriate, in seeking concessions in the negotiations on market access 
for goods and services in keeping with the letter and spirit of the provisions 
of the Ministerial Decision on Measures in Favour of the Least Developed 
Countries; 

(iv) Seeking from LDCs in the accession stage only commitments that are 
commensurate with their level of development; 

(v) Continuing to provide adequate and predictable assistance to LDCs for 
their accession process, including technical, financial or other forms of 
assistance; 

(vi) Accelerating the accession process for LDCs that are in the process of 
accession to WTO. 
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 Standard-setting and quality control 

(p) Continuing to provide support for effective participation by LDCs in international 
standard-setting organizations in order to address their concerns; 

(q) Providing assistance to LDCs in developing infrastructure to ensure quality 
control and conformity with international standards of their products; 

(r) Adhering to international standards, guidelines and recommendations when 
applying sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures and other technical standards 
as laid out in the SPS Agreement, and avoiding taking unilateral actions in a 
manner inconsistent with the Agreement; 

(s) Taking measures, where appropriate, to compensate for trade losses incurred by 
the LDCs as a result of unilateral SPS trade measures found to be inconsistent with 
the SPS Agreement, or, in the case of disputes among non-WTO members, 
measures inconsistent with agreed international standards and guidelines;  

Commodities 

(t) LDCs are particularly vulnerable to high fluctuations in resource flows through 
their exposure to external terms of trade shocks. The recent downward swing in 
the prices of primary commodities and the upward swing in petroleum prices are 
only the latest examples of the effect of volatility of commodity prices on the 
poorest countries. Diversification of the export base would therefore help LDCs to 
overcome one of the most important weaknesses of their development. 
Furthermore, economic development in LDCs would benefit from policies aimed 
at developing the informal sector and the small and medium-size enterprises in 
LDCs; 

(u) Supporting capacity building in the areas of research and development, 
production, processing and marketing of commodities, including addition of non-
traditional commodities where market niches offer fresh opportunities; 

(v) Supporting diversification programmes in LDCs, including by strengthening 
activities covered by the Second Account of the Common Fund for Commodities 
and adaptive research and development (R&D) on production and processing 
aimed particularly at smallholders and small and medium-sized enterprises in 
these countries; 

(w) Continuing to provide technical and financial support to enhance the productive 
capacities of LDCs through stimulating investment, human resources development 
and enhancing technological capacities with a view to increasing the commodity 
exports of LDCs; 
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(x) Providing assistance, including financial, technical and/or other forms of 
assistance, to LDCs in their efforts to create essential infrastructure to facilitate the 
functioning of liberalized domestic and regional markets; 

(y) Encouraging private sector initiatives and supporting the establishment of 
partnerships with foreign companies as inter alia a vehicle for the transfer of 
production and marketing skills; 

(z) Supporting LDCs’ efforts in building institutional and technical capacities to gain 
access to and make use of modern risk management techniques and tools; 

(aa) Continuing to provide compensatory financing in order to mitigate adverse 
consequences of commodity price volatility on LDC economies; 

(bb) Supporting LDCs’ efforts to develop and take advantage of niche markets for 
goods such as horticultural, meat, fish and organic products and handicrafts, as 
well as cultural products; 

Regional trading arrangements 

(cc) Taking appropriate account in regional integration arrangements of particular 
constraints that LDCs face as a result of their different level of development and 
supporting them to enhance their production, supply and trading capacities, as well 
as their capacity to attract investment; providing support to the process of trade 
and investment liberalization and macro-economic and structural policy reform, as 
well as programmes at the regional level intended to enhance the benefits of 
integration for LDCs; and providing support to concrete joint subregional projects 
involving LDCs and non-LDCs participating in a subregional trade arrangement 
and intended to enhance the benefits of integration for LDCs; 

(dd) Making use of the flexibilities provided for in multilateral trade rules relating to 
regional trade arrangements involving LDCs with the aim of fostering their 
smooth and beneficial integration into the world economy;  

Integrated Framework (IF) and other trade-related technical cooperation  

(ee) Integrating trade and trade-related technical assistance in country-specific 
strategies; 

(ff)  Implementing expeditiously and effectively the Integrated Framework for Trade-
related Technical Assistance for LDCs, taking account of the pilot scheme; 

(gg) Encouraging new and additional contributions to the IF Trust Fund, as well as 
providing stable and predictable funding for the implementation of the Integrated 
Framework, including where appropriate considering an increase from the regular 
budgets of the core agencies, as well as through bilateral programmes; 
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(hh) Continuing to implement existing programmes for coordinated trade-related 
technical assistance such as the Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Programme 
(JITAP) by providing systematic and sustained assistance to the Programme and 
considering expanding it to cover other African LDCs; 

(ii) Providing technical and financial assistance to help LDCs create institutional and 
human capacities in production, processing and increasing domestic value-added, 
marketing and management know-how in the field of international trade.  

B. Services  

69. Services such as tourism, transport and business services are increasingly important to 
LDCs, both as a direct source of foreign exchange earnings and for the expansion of the 
production base and diversification of exports. Tradable services are important to all LDCs, in 
particular to small island LDCs, which have a limited capacity for merchandise production. The 
development of niche markets for goods or services in which LDCs may have a comparative 
advantage represents an opportunity for LDCs to diversify their exports.  

70. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

 (i) Actions by LDCs  

(a) Encouraging the strengthening and development of domestic and international 
services, including the new and emerging ones such as those that rely on 
telecommunications and ICTs, e.g. data processing services; 

(b) Improving the availability and efficiency of infrastructure facilities to support 
services trade; 

(c) Establishing appropriate institutional and legal frameworks to promote 
development of the domestic supply capacity in services and to ensure the creation 
of a competitive environment;  

(d) Promoting regional trade in services among developing countries through 
harmonized legislation in selected services sectors for regional liberalization.  

(ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Supporting, through financial, technical and/or other forms of assistance, 
individual LDC efforts to develop the infrastructure for tradable services in which 
they have a comparative advantage; 

(b) Assisting LDCs’ efforts to improve export promotion and marketing; 
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(c) Supporting LDCs’ efforts in modernizing facilities and equipment, as well as 
upgrading skills in information technology, including through transfer of 
technology to service sectors in accordance with relevant WTO Agreements; 

(d) Providing support for LDCs in their strengthening of local banking systems and 
other financial services to make them competitive; 

(e) Assisting LDCs through financial, technical and/or other forms of assistance to 
enhance their supply capacity in tradable services, especially in tourism, air 
transport and other sectors of interest to LDCs;  

(f) Removing restrictions and enhancing market access opportunities for service 
exports from LDCs, as provided for in relevant WTO Agreements in areas of 
export interest to them.  

C. Reducing the impact of external economic shocks 

71. The LDCs are structurally more exposed than most other developing countries to external 
economic shocks. LDCs also suffer the consequences of major global and regional economic and 
financial disturbances and increases in the prices of critical imports such as energy products. The 
typical export dominance of a single commodity or service sector makes their economies 
particularly vulnerable to adverse physical or economic shocks. 

72. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

(i) Actions by LDCs  

(a) Pursuing balanced policies that seek to limit transmission of external shocks into 
the domestic economy while promoting gradual liberalization; 

(b) Developing safety nets to protect the poor and vulnerable segments of the 
population against the consequences of external shocks; 

(c) Intensifying efforts to improve international competitiveness, including through 
trade facilitation measures and the use of electronic commerce and other facilities 
based on modern technology; 

(d) Encouraging diversification in economic activities that are less prone to adverse 
external economic shocks, based on local competitive advantages. Diversification 
efforts should take place within a broader and integrated approach; 

(e) Strengthening domestic financial systems through the implementation of an 
appropriate framework of rules and regulations, including through adequate 
prudential and supervisory mechanisms. 
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(ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Pursuing policies that aim at minimizing the risks of adverse external economic 
shocks and promoting a more predictable and stable international economic 
environment; 

(b) Continuing to provide contingency and short-term emergency financial assistance, 
including balance-of-payments support through appropriate institutions, with a 
view to assisting LDCs to cope with the consequences of serious external shocks; 

(c) Assisting LDCs in their efforts to strengthen their financial systems. 
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Commitment 6: Reducing vulnerability and protecting the environment 

73. Long-term threats to the global environment are a common concern of all countries, and 
there is an urgent need to address this issue on the basis of the principle of common but 
differentiated responsibility. The LDCs are acutely vulnerable to a variety of natural shocks, 
including natural disasters, and severe structural handicaps, and are susceptible to global 
environmental phenomena such as the loss of biological diversity and adverse effects of climate 
change which inter alia exacerbates drought, desertification and sea level rise. LDCs are at 
present contributing the least to the emission of greenhouse gases, while they are the most 
vulnerable and have the least capacity to adapt to the adverse effects of climate change. Such 
vulnerabilities generate considerable uncertainties and impair the development prospects of these 
countries, and they tend to affect the poor most, in particular women and children. Environmental 
degradation in LDCs also results from poverty that deprives households, village communities or 
enterprises of the means and technology required to preserve the environment. Economic growth, 
social development and poverty eradication are the first and overriding priorities in LDCs and are 
themselves essential to meeting national and global sustainability objectives.  Eradicating poverty 
is an indispensable requirement for sustainable development and has to be addressed in an 
integrated and comprehensive manner, taking fully into account the legitimate priority needs of 
LDCs. 

A. Protecting the environment 

74. LDC-specific objectives defined in Agenda 21 and Rio + 5, as well as commitments from 
multilateral environmental agreements, must be the basis for actions.  

75. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

(i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Developing and implementing national strategies for sustainable development, 
with the assistance of development partners, so as to reverse trends in the loss of 
national environmental resources;  

(b) Increasing efforts to ensure integrated responses to environmental and economic 
constraints, in the light of country-specific environmental and economic 
constraints and profiles of poverty and vulnerability; 

(c) Strengthening the institutional and technological capacity to promote sustained 
economic growth and sustainable development by increasing the ability of policy 
makers to formulate and implement relevant legislation and environmental 
management plans;  

(d) Strengthening the important role of women in land and forest management and in 
the choice and dissemination of appropriate technology; 
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(e) Encouraging sensitization and advocacy activities through greater reliance on local 
communities and their traditional knowledge and practices, civil society and 
educational institutions; 

(f) Building their capacity in order to be able to respond adequately to existing and 
new environmental challenges; 

(g) Identifying the special vulnerabilities and possible adaptation measures that need 
to be fully integrated into the country’s development strategies, including 
development cooperation programmes. 

(ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Continuing to make available financial resources from all sources, including new 
and additional resources on an adequate and predictable basis and technical or 
other resources and facilitating and financing access to and transfer of 
environmentally sound technologies on favourable terms, including concessional 
and preferential terms, as mutually agreed, and supporting LDCs’ efforts in 
environmental protection in the context of sustainable development; 

(b) Bringing to fruition the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and 
Development by, inter alia, and where appropriate, granting special priority to 
LDCs in international support, as well as facilitating relevant actions as 
recommended in the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and 
implementing multilateral environmental agreements to which they are parties, 
inter alia the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. This involves, 
among other elements, financial transfers and capacity-building efforts, including 
for the development and dissemination of modern and non-polluting energy 
resources, as well as improved technology for traditional energy resources, 
including fuel wood, especially in rural areas; 

(c) Renewing the international community’s commitment towards LDCs to continue 
to support the formulation of national environmental policies, development of 
human resources and institutional capacities, and environmental data bases; 

(d) Supporting the strengthening of the capacity of the LDCs to participate in 
international environmental negotiations; 

(e) Providing assistance, through financial, technical and/or other forms of assistance, 
to LDCs’ efforts to develop and implement national strategies for sustainable 
development in every country so as to reverse the current trends in the loss of 
national environmental resources; 

(f) Supporting the LDCs in their efforts to integrate the environmental component 
into national development policies and strategies; 
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(g) Assisting LDCs in establishing public-private sector partnerships to address 
environmental challenges. 

B. Alleviating vulnerability to natural shocks 

76. Post-emergency action, using effective and flexible mechanisms, must ease the transition 
from the emergency phase to the development phase, promote the socio-economic reintegration 
of the parts of the population affected, remove as far as possible the causes of the crisis and 
strengthen institutions and ownership by local and national actors of their role in formulating a 
sustainable development policy. Both LDCs and development partners should encourage the 
involvement of the private sector, inter alia in the areas of disaster mitigation and disaster 
preparedness. 

77. Actions by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

(i) Actions by LDCs 

(a) Strengthening disaster mitigation policies and mechanisms, with a particular 
focus on the poor, especially women and children, and with the involvement of 
local communities and NGOs in disaster mitigation, early warning systems and 
preparedness and relief efforts; 

(b) Pursuing or intensifying efforts to strengthen national early warning and 
forecasting mechanisms, implementing preventive measures and sensitizing 
relevant parts of the population to the benefits of disaster preparedness and 
prevention; 

(c) Developing and implementing comprehensive disaster mitigation and 
preparedness, policies and actions. Such policies should also respond to prolonged 
disasters with a slow onset such as drought, which often has very severe 
economic, environmental and social impacts; 

(d) Considering the creation of innovative financial instruments, such as special 
insurance schemes, to facilitate post-disaster reconstruction with a view to 
maintaining standards of living and productive capacities in the LDCs. 

(ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Giving priority attention to the LDCs in the substantive programme and 
institutional arrangements for implementing the new International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction; 

(b) Providing assistance for disaster mitigation, at the request of affected countries, as 
well as for improving the capacity of LDCs to identify mitigation scenarios and 
establishing protective measures and contingency plans; 
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(c) Supporting LDCs’ enhancement of capacity to effectively participate in and 
benefit from regional and international early warning and disaster mitigation and 
response networks, including through satellite-driven technologies;  

(d) Sharing operationally useful disaster information, including satellite data, as 
widely as possible within the international disaster relief community, through 
appropriate programmes such as the UN web site ReliefWeb. 
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Commitment 7: Mobilizing financial resources 

78. An enabling environment with peaceful solution of conflicts and respect for 
internationally recognized human rights, including the right to development, provides the best 
context for domestic and international resource mobilization.  Equally, it requires the definition 
of a clear and consistent set of public objectives, sound macroeconomic policies, efficient 
management of public revenue and expenditure, better allocation of resources and incentives to 
prevent capital flight and to encourage private savings and tax reforms, and a solid framework to 
implement stabilization or economic reform programmes. 
 
79. There is an immediate need to mobilize the financial resources that are required to 
implement the objectives and priorities as well as the targets that are set out in this Programme of 
Action aimed at the sustainable development of the LDCs. However, there is very limited scope, 
in the foreseeable future, to meet the multiple development finance requirements of LDCs with 
domestic resources because of sluggish growth or economic stagnation, widespread poverty and a 
weak domestic corporate sector. The large investment requirements of LDCs imply a need for 
new and additional resources and efforts to increase ODA to LDCs supportive of national 
programmes of action, including poverty eradication strategies.  

A. Domestic resource mobilization 

80. The key to increasing domestic resource mobilization and reducing dependence on 
external finance lies in achieving a firm structural basis which would sustain high per capita 
growth rates. 

(i) Action by LDCs 

(a) Taking the necessary measures to stimulate domestic savings, with the goal of 
increasing domestic savings rates;  

(b) Developing efficient and appropriate financial systems, including micro-finance, 
and an appropriate legal and regulatory framework; 

(c) Establishing stronger links between financial sector and development goals and 
priorities; 

(d) Promoting innovative financial mechanisms such as microcredit programmes to 
mobilize savings and deliver financial services to the poor, including smallholders 
and the self-employed, particularly women, within an appropriate legal and 
regulatory framework; 

(e) Strengthening efforts at enforcing prudential regulations governing banks and 
other financial institutions and providing central banks and other regulatory bodies 
with appropriate legal authority and supervisory and surveillance capacity to 
enforce compliance with relevant laws and regulations; 
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(f) Continuing to improve the performance and competitiveness of both private and  
public sector banks through recapitalization, expanding private participation, 
providing managerial training, strengthening accounting and audit practices and 
developing modern management information systems; 

(g) Improving the efficiency and equity of tax collection systems, and whenever 
possible aiming at broadening the tax base, and enhancing the effectiveness and 
transparency of public expenditure, bearing in mind the interests of the poor; 

(h) Enacting policies actively seeking to attract flight capital back from abroad; 

(i) Preventing corruption, bribery and money laundering, illegal transfer of funds and 
other illicit activities by both public and private entities. 

(ii) Actions by development partners 

(a) Supporting LDC efforts to ensure that aid and debt relief measures support rather 
than undermine domestic resource mobilization efforts. This implies constant 
attention to the productivity and sustainability of investments financed through 
aid, as well as awareness of the fiscal implications of aid and debt relief; 

(b) Promoting mechanisms through which domestic resource mobilization in LDCs 
can be enhanced by making use of aid resources; 

(c) Supporting the efforts of LDCs in the areas of financial sector development and  
reform and in improving access of the poor to credit; 

(d) Assisting the efforts of all LDCs to strengthen institutional capacity and regulatory 
frameworks for preventing corruption, bribery, money laundering and illegal 
transfer of funds, as well as for the repatriation of those funds to the countries of 
origin. 

B. Aid and its effectiveness 

81. Despite the positive effects that domestic policies can achieve in mobilization of local 
resources, ODA will remain a critical resource for achieving the objectives, goals and targets of 
this Programme of Action. It is essential to consider fully both the quantitative and qualitative 
aspects of aid and the effective coordination of this aid. An essential condition for achieving this 
objective and reducing aid dependency in LDCs is the improvement of aid volumes and aid 
effectiveness. Also, increasing national ownership through better integration of external aid into 
macroeconomic and sectoral programmes is crucial, as are relevant auditing, accounting and 
management practices. National programmes of action offer possible frameworks for this task. 
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(i) Actions by LDCs 

82. LDCs will seek to: 

(a) Set up, in the context of national development strategies, the necessary public 
sector auditing and accounting systems, coherent budgets and medium-term 
expenditure plans; 

(b) Integrate and coordinate aid within national plans and priorities and enhance 
administrative capacity; 

(c) Design, implement and regularly update national development strategies through 
dialogue between government and national stakeholders to enhance national 
policy ownership; 

(d) Identify sectors where ODA can have the most significant catalytic effect on 
efforts to eradicate poverty, and foster sustained economic growth and sustainable 
development; 

(e) Establish, with the assistance of development partners, information systems to 
monitor the use and effectiveness of external resources, including ODA; 

(f) Support institutional arrangements that encourage public-private partnerships. 

(ii) Actions by development partners 

83. Donor countries will implement the following actions that they committed to at the 
second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries as soon as possible: 

(a) Donor countries providing more than 0.20 per cent of their GNP as ODA to 
LDCs: continue to do so and increase their efforts; 

(b) Other donor countries which have met the 0.15 per cent target: undertake to reach 
0.20 per cent expeditiously; 

(c) All other donor countries which have committed themselves to the 0.15 per cent 
target: reaffirm their commitment and undertake either to achieve the target within 
the next five years or to make their best efforts to accelerate their endeavours to 
reach the target; 

(d) During the period of the Programme of Action, the other donor countries: exercise 
individual best efforts to increase their ODA to LDCs with the effect that 
collectively their assistance to LDCs will significantly increase; 

(e) Support LDCs’ efforts to develop information systems which record, at the 
recipient country level, indicators and other relevant information relating to aid 
effectiveness, both for individual donors and for the donor community as a whole, 
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by providing logistical equipment for establishing such information systems and 
training and the maintenance of such systems. 

84. To better respond to national development programmes, including poverty eradication 
strategies, and on a mutually agreed basis, donors have agreed to:  

(a) Implement the OECD-DAC recommendation to untie aid to LDCs, which will 
significantly increase the value of aid in an expeditious manner as agreed in the 
OECD in May 2001;  

(b) Improve aid transparency through internal reviews and OECD-DAC peer reviews. 
These reviews may examine indicators to capture the quality as well as the 
quantity of the assistance; 

(c) Work with LDCs, particularly through close consultations at the national level to 
better measure progress towards achieving international development goals, 
which could play an important role in strengthening the impact of ODA on the 
reduction of world poverty; 

(d) Encourage greater participation of recipient countries in discussions on 
international aid policy in order to strengthen partnerships and enhance the 
effectiveness of ODA; 

(e) Seek to enhance the value of their development assistance by increasing the 
proportion of goods and services sourced in the recipient LDC or from other 
LDCs or developing countries to help boost pro-poor economic growth in these 
countries. 

C. External debt 

85. The external debt overhang in the majority of LDCs constitutes a serious obstacle to their 
development efforts and economic growth.  Debt service takes up a large part of scarce budgetary 
resources that could be directed to productive and social areas, and the debt overhang harms the 
internal and external investment climate.  The situation is aggravated further by effects of 
external financial turbulence, volatility of export earnings, and increases in the prices of essential 
imports. Since the Second UN Conference on LDCs, the total amount of LDCs’ debt has 
increased.  

86. The serious debt problems of LDCs necessitate a comprehensive solution, including the 
full, speedy and effective implementation of the enhanced HIPC initiative and other debt relief 
measures, measures to address structural causes of indebtedness, and provision of ODA,  with a 
view to ensuring that these countries do not fall back into arrears. The full implementation of 
these actions is crucial. Actions taken by multilateral and bilateral creditors to provide faster, 
deeper and broader debt relief for HIPCs are useful steps towards solving serious debt problems. 
The steps taken by the donor community, particularly by members of the Paris Club and other 
bilateral creditors, to address external debt problems, including a moratorium on debt service 
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payments by LDCs, are welcome. The debtor LDCs will aim at maximizing benefits from debt 
relief by creating a conducive national framework including fiscal reforms, a budgetary 
framework, sectoral adjustments, contributing to poverty eradication and faster economic growth, 
export growth, increased investment, enhanced productive capacities, employment and 
productivity, savings and international competitiveness. Efforts should be continued through 
transparent procedures to monitor and review LDCs’ debt sustainability on the basis of 
appropriate and objective criteria.  

87. Action by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

(i) Action by LDCs 

(a) Taking measures to enhance a conducive national policy framework that 
contributes effectively to poverty eradication and promotes faster economic 
growth, including fiscal reforms, establishment of a medium-term budgetary 
framework, sectoral adjustments, faster export growth and increasing investment, 
productive capacities, employment and productivity, savings and international 
competitiveness;  

(b) Using resources released by debt relief as well as other sources of development 
finance in a manner that fully takes into account the interests of the poor and also 
promotes long-term economic growth and beneficial integration of LDCs into the 
global economy; 

(c) Designing and implementing nationally-owned development policies and 
strategies including, where appropriate, Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers 
(PRSPs), with full participation of all stakeholders; 

(d) Initiating joint action with their development partners on the debt situation, 
including a comprehensive assessment of their debt problems and debt 
sustainability;  

(e) Sustaining and intensifying efforts to improve debt management capability inter 
alia by regularly consulting with creditors and development partners on the debt 
problem.  

(ii) Action by development partners 

(a) Effectively implementing the enhanced HIPC Initiative and providing adequate 
financial resources expeditiously for the speedy and full implementation of the 
enhanced HIPC Initiative, and providing new and additional resources necessary 
to fulfil the future financial requirements of the enhanced HIPC Initiative, on the 
basis of fair and equitable burden-sharing; 

(b) Encouraging Non-Paris Club official creditors to participate in debt relief 
measures to assist LDCs; 
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(c) Making expeditious progress towards full cancellation, in the context of enhanced 
HIPC, of outstanding official bilateral debt owed by HIPC LDCs; 

(d) Implementing the enhanced programme of debt relief for the heavily indebted poor 
countries without further delay and agreeing to cancel all official bilateral debts of 
those countries in return for their making demonstrable commitments to poverty 
eradication; 

(e) Writing off multilateral debt in the context of the enhanced HIPC for LDCs that 
are HIPCs should be a high priority, and mobilizing sufficient resources for this 
purpose; 

(f) Considering on a case by case basis debt relief measures for LDCs which are not 
HIPCs as an integral part of development processes; 

(g) Providing debt relief to post-conflict countries under the enhanced HIPC as soon 
as possible, within the flexibility provided under the HIPC framework; 

(h) Encouraging creditors in a position to do so to consider a moratorium on debt 
service payments for LDCs in exceptional cases; 

(i) Reviewing and continuing to monitor LDCs’ debt sustainability in the appropriate 
fora on the basis of objective criteria and transparent analysis; 

(j) Actively assisting LDCs to build their capacities in the area of debt management; 

(k) Assisting LDCs in their efforts to use resources released by debt relief as well as 
other sources of development finance in a manner that fully takes into account the 
interests of the poor and also promotes long-term economic growth and beneficial 
integration of LDCs into the global economy; 

(l) Supporting LDCs’ efforts in designing and implementing nationally-owned 
development policies and strategies, including, where appropriate, Poverty 
Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs), with full participation of all stakeholders; 

(m) Assisting LDCs in ensuring that the benefits of debt relief are used within 
nationally owned development policies and poverty eradication strategies with a 
view to attaining long-term economic growth and beneficial integration of LDCs 
into the global economy; 

(n) Considering the implementation of mechanisms for debt relief, such as debt swaps 
and other relevant debt management and relief tools, with such debt relief fully 
reflecting priorities of national poverty eradication strategies; 

(o) Assisting LDCs to enhance their capacity to access facilities for commercial debt 
relief such as the World Bank’s debt reduction facility. 
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D. FDI and other private external flows 

88. Long-term foreign private capital flows have a complementary and catalytic role to play 
in building domestic supply capacity as they lead to tangible and intangible benefits, including 
export growth, technology and skills transfer, employment generation and poverty eradication.  

89. Policies to attract FDI are essential components of national development strategies.  In 
this context, a stable economic, legal and institutional framework is crucial in order to attract 
foreign investment and to promote sustainable development through investment. In this regard a 
conducive international financial environment is also crucial. 

90. Promoting a conducive macro-economic environment, good governance and democracy, 
as well as strengthening structural aspects of the economy and improved institutional and human 
capacities, are important also in the context of attracting FDI and other private external flows. 
Development partners would need to provide a range of support measures, complementing 
LDCs’ efforts to attract FDI.  

91. Action by LDCs and the development partners will be along the following lines: 

(i) Action by LDCs 

(a) Strengthening the enabling environment for private sector development and 
foreign investment flows; of particular importance is a supportive regulatory and 
legal framework for new and existing FDI along with the necessary institutional 
infrastructure and capacity to implement and maintain it; 

(b) Designing and implementing policies that reduce risks which deter foreign 
investment, including through the negotiation of bilateral and regional investment 
treaties and accession to international conventions providing investment 
guarantees and insurance, as well as dispute settlement; 

(c) Attracting foreign capital, especially FDI, towards the building of supply 
capacity; 

(d) Encouraging linkages between domestic businesses and foreign affiliates with a 
view towards helping to disseminate appropriately tangible and intangible assets, 
including technology, to domestic enterprises; 

(e) Taking appropriate action for the avoidance of double taxation; 

(f) Improving the timely availability, as well as reliability, of investment information 
and statistics, including those related to investment opportunities and the 
regulatory framework. 

(ii) Action by development partners 

(a) Encouraging increased non-official flows, including investment flows, to LDCs; 
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(b) Supporting LDCs in devising and implementing appropriate FDI strategies and 
policy frameworks and institutions through the development of a comprehensive 
approach to FDI and actions aimed at improving the regulatory framework and 
the availability of reliable investment information; 

(c) Supporting LDCs’ efforts to attract foreign businesses and their affiliates, 
encouraging the appropriate dissemination of tangible and intangible assets, 
including technology, to domestic enterprises in LDCs; 

(d) Assisting LDCs in human resource development so as to enable them to attract 
and benefit from FDI and to participate effectively in negotiations on international 
agreements in this regard; 

(e) Supporting LDCs’ efforts towards infrastructure development to attract FDI 
flows; 

(f) Identifying and implementing best practices for encouraging and facilitating FDI 
to LDCs; 

(g) Supporting initiatives in the development of public and private venture capital 
funds for LDCs; 

(h) Assisting LDCs in establishing foreign investment advisory bodies in their own 
countries, as a one-stop shop which would be responsible for providing 
information, service and administrative support to potential foreign investors; 

(i) Improving coordination among relevant international organizations on advisory 
services for investment to the LDCs, with possible participation of the private 
sector, inter alia by supporting global investment advisory services; 

(j) Facilitating FDI flows to LDCs by underwriting, as appropriate, perceived 
political and commercial risks in these countries.  
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR IMPLEMENTATION, 
FOLLOW-UP AND MONITORING AND REVIEW 

 

A. Main orientations for implementation and follow-up 

92. Success in attaining the objectives of the Programme of Action will depend critically 
on the effective functioning of the arrangements for its implementation, follow-up, 
monitoring and review at the national, regional and global levels. The main thrusts of these 
three tracks of follow-up will be:  

(a) At the national level, each LDC with the support of its development partners 
will promote implementation of the actions contained in the Programme of 
Action by translating them into specific measures within their national 
development framework and poverty eradication strategy, including, where 
they exist, Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs), common country 
assessments (CCAs), and the United Nations Development Assistance 
Framework (UNDAF), and with the involvement of civil society, including the 
private sector, on the basis of a broad-based inclusive dialogue; 

(b) Regional follow-up should focus on cooperation between LDCs and other 
countries at the regional and subregional levels; 

(c) The global- level follow-up should be primarily concerned with assessing the 
economic and social performance of LDCs, monitoring the implementation of 
commitments by LDCs and their partners, reviewing the functioning of 
implementation and follow-up mechanisms at country, subregional, regional 
and sectoral levels, and policy developments at the global level with 
implications for LDCs. 

93. Follow-up, monitoring and review of the Programme of Action along the above tracks 
should involve all relevant stakeholders. They should be conducted in a coherent and 
mutually supportive manner. Consequently, well- functioning linkages should be built among 
different levels of follow-up. Through these processes, the actions identified in the 
Programme of Action will also be regularly adapted to new and evolving developments. 

94. The goals and targets set out in the Programme of Action will be used to review and 
evaluate performance of LDCs and their development partners in implementing the various 
commitments. Besides follow-up mechanisms identified below, such performance reviews 
could be facilitated by independent peer reviews of the application of commitments by 
individual LDCs and their partners as part of the follow-up at national, sectoral, subregional, 
regional and global levels. 

95. The follow-up and monitoring of the Programme of Action should contribute to 
coordinated follow-up of the implementation of recommendations and commitments of global 
summits and conferences, including their major reviews, and the United Nations Millennium 
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Declaration, as well as of other major agreements and initiatives on development as they 
relate to LDCs. 

Role of the United Nations system 

96. As long-time partners in the development process of LDCs, the organizations of the 
United Nations system, including the Bretton Woods institutions, have a special role to play 
in the implementation of the Programme of Action. The experience, expertise and resources 
of the system, including at the field level, should be appropriately utilized for this purpose. 
The efforts at the country level by the UN system organizations, in particular within the 
framework of the Resident Coordinator system, to help LDCs translate goals and targets of 
major global conferences and summits into concrete actions in the light of national priorities, 
provide an opportunity for the promotion of an effective follow-up to the commitments of the 
Programme of Action. This process should be strengthened.  

97. The organizations of the UN system as well as other relevant multilateral 
organizations are invited to continue to accord high priority to LDCs, to integrate the 
provisions of the Programme of Action appropriately in their work programmes, and to 
undertake within their respective mandates multi-year programming of actions in favour of 
LDCs. Their executive bodies are invited to organize sectoral appraisals of the Programme of 
Action at regular intervals in their respective areas of competence and make available the 
outcomes of such appraisals to the annual global reviews. These organizations are also invited 
to participate fully in reviews of the Programme of Action at the national, subregional, 
regional and global levels. 

98. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is requested to ensure at the secretariat 
level the full mobilization and coordination of all parts of the United Nations system to 
facilitate coordinated implementation as well as coherence in the follow-up and monitoring of 
the Programme of Action at the national, regional, subregional and global levels. The ACC as 
well as the United Nations Development Group are invited to consider how to improve the 
effectiveness and efficiency of UN system-wide follow-up and monitoring of the Programme 
of Action. The system of focal points in each United Nations organization, which were set up 
in the context of preparations for the Conference, may be kept active in the context of review 
and follow-up of the implementation of the Programme of Action during the decade. 

B. National, regional and global level arrangements 

National level 

(i) Arrangements by LDCs 

99. The implementation and follow-up of the Programme of Action at the national level 
are of primary importance. The LDC Governments should undertake this task within their 
respective national development framework and poverty eradication strategy, including, 
where they exist, PRSPs, CCAs and UNDAF, and with the involvement of civil society, 
including the private sector, on the basis of a broad-based inclusive dialogue. The 
development partners should support agreed objectives and policies designed by LDCs on the 
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basis of the Programme of Action and existing national development and cooperation 
frameworks. On the basis of each LDC’s commitment to these long-term policy framework 
and plans, development partners commit to extend adequate support for their implementation, 
including financial and technical support. 

100. In some LDCs, national arrangements are already in place for broad-based and 
inclusive dialogue on development issues and policies. These forums are critical to ensuring 
genuine consensus and national ownership of national programmes of action and need to be 
fully supported. Other LDCs should follow this example by developing such national forums. 
The National Preparatory Committees set up for the preparations for the Conference with the 
participation of representatives from the public sector and the civil society, including the 
private sector, should be incorporated into these forums. The national forums, working in 
close collaboration with development partners, could provide a platform for regular and 
systematic follow-up and monitoring of the implementation of commitments by individual 
LDCs and their development partners at the national level, as well as providing inputs to 
follow-up at the global, regional, subregional and sectoral levels. 

101. Success of LDCs in implementing this Programme of Action at the national level will 
depend inter alia on effective human, institutional and technical capacity relating to policy 
developments, monitoring of implementation and co-ordination. The UN Resident 
Coordinator system and the country teams, as well country- level representatives of the 
Bretton Woods Institutions, and other bilateral and multilateral donors and other development 
partners are encouraged to collaborate with and provide support to the national development 
forums. 

(ii) Country review process 

102. The existing country review mechanisms such as the World Bank’s consultative group 
and UNDP’s round-table meetings should continue as principal coordination forums for 
development cooperation, as well as for mobilizing external development resources for LDCs, 
based on national development frameworks. These mechanisms should be strengthened and 
organized on a more systematic basis and should cover all LDCs. They should be broadened 
so as to encompass all donors.  

103. The country review process should also provide support to strengthen linkages 
between the macroeconomic framework and sectoral strategies. Sectoral policies and 
strategies should be used more widely as a tool for aid coordination. There should be strong 
complementarities between the country review process and the national forums. 

104. Effective aid coordination is a key element for maximizing the efficiency of external 
support under the overall leadership of LDC Governments. Efforts, including those aimed at 
harmonization and simplification of donors procedures, should be made to avoid 
inappropriate or unnecessary parallel systems of targeting, programming and coordinating the 
allocation of resources.  
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Subregional and regional levels 

105. The relevant United Nations regional economic commissions should undertake, in 
close coordination with the global- level and country- level follow-up processes and in 
cooperation with subregional and regional development banks and subregional and regional 
intergovernmental organizations, periodic subregional and regional monitoring and review of 
progress in the implementation of the Programme of Action. They should offer an opportunity 
for LDCs of their respective regions, together with neighbouring developing countries as well 
as other countries in the same region, to exchange experiences and seek solutions to common 
development problems at the national, subregional, regional and global levels.  

106. Subregional and regional- level follow-up should also promote subregional and 
regional policy responses to take better account of the needs of LDCs. It should assist LDCs 
in meeting demands of global competition by appropriately adapting existing regional and 
subregional frameworks and linkages in the area of trade, finance and investment, while at the 
same time improving the quality of their international economic integration. 

107. The relevant United Nations regional commissions should continue to ensure that the 
needs and problems of the LDCs are addressed as part of their ongoing work, and in this 
manner should contribute to the follow-up process at the national and global levels. Attention 
should be given to any need for strengthening capacities of the regional commissions in 
undertaking subregional and regional follow-up activities.  

108. Regional and where appropriate subregional development banks, regional and 
subregional organizations of developing countries and regional and subregional 
intergovernmental organizations are invited to give full attention in their economic analysis 
and monitoring to the problems, needs and achievements of LDCs and to provide appropriate 
inputs to the global- level follow-up and review process. 

Global level 

109. The commitments undertaken in the Programme of Action should be appropriately 
reflected in the review of major global summits and conferences and the follow-up to the 
Millennium Declaration, as well as in forthcoming conferences and events and in their final 
outcomes. Arrangements for monitoring, follow-up and review at the global level are an 
integral part of the overall process, being all complementary and supportive to the above-
mentioned arrangements at the country, subregional and regional levels. 

110. As in the case of the past Programmes of Action, the General Assembly should 
monitor the implementation of the new Programme of Action under a specific item on its 
agenda. In this respect, substantive preparations for, as well as review and monitoring of, the 
implementation of the Programme of Action should be carried out by relevant bodies of the 
UN system, and consideration should be given to strengthening coordination of actions of the 
UN system for the implementation of the Programme under the aegis of the Economic and 
Social Council.  
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111. The Economic and Social Council is invited to consider for final decision by the 
General Assembly: (a) the creation of an annual agenda item on the review and coordination 
of the implementation of the Programme of Action for the LDCs, allocated to its coordination 
segment; (b) the examination at regular intervals of this review and coordination at its high-
level segment; (c) undertaking effective preparations for this annual review by the Economic 
and Social Council, bearing in mind the established procedures of the Economic and Social 
Council for such preparation, as well as drawing on the contribution of governmental and 
individual experts.  

112. Consideration of each annual review should include: (a) follow-up, monitoring and 
assessment of progress in the implementation of the Programme of Action at national, 
subregional, regional and global levels through reporting by Governments, as well as by the 
secretariats and intergovernmental bodies of the UN system and of other relevant subregional, 
regional and international organizations and institutions, on the implementation of the 
Programme of Action on LDCs; (b) fostering international cooperation in support of the 
Programme of Action, including coordination among donors and among organizations 
referred to above; and (c) elaborating new policies and measures in light of changing 
domestic and external circumstances facing LDCs. 

113. The governing bodies of the organizations of the UN system, as well as other 
multilateral organizations, are invited to mainstream the implementation of this Programme of 
Action within their programmes of work, as well as in their intergovernmental processes. The 
existing intergovernmental processes of these organizations, such as the Sessional Committee 
of the Trade and Development Board and the WTO’s Sub-Committee on LDCs, should 
continue. In particular, the  Trade and Development Board is invited to consider converting its 
Sessional Committee on LDCs into a Standing Committee in order to address, within the 
mandate of the Board, substantive issues related to the implementation of the Programme of 
Action. These governing bodies are also invited to bring to the attention of the Economic and 
Social Council  progress made by their respective organizations in implementing this 
Programme of Action. 

114. The United Nations General Assembly is invited to consider conducting a 
comprehensive review of the Programme of Action at a moment to be decided upon. The 
General Assembly, towards the end of the decade, is also invited to consider holding a fourth 
UN Conference on LDCs in order to make a comprehensive appraisal of the implementation 
of this Programme and to decide on subsequent action. 

115. There is a critical need for an effective mechanism to support intergovernmental 
review and follow-up of the implementation of the Programme of Action; to mobilize the UN 
system organizations, as well as other relevant multilateral organizations; and to facilitate 
substantive LDC participation in appropriate multilateral forums. 
 
116. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is requested to submit to the General 
Assembly at its fifty-sixth session his recommendations for an efficient and highly visible 
follow-up mechanism, including the possibility to transform the current Office of the Special 
Coordinator for the Least Developed, Land- locked and Small Island Developing States into 
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an Office of High Representative for Least Developed, Land-locked Developing Countries 
and Small Island Developing States. 
 
 
1. Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development (A/CONF.171/13/Rev.1), 
para. 7.6. 
2. Key Actions for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action for the International Conference on 
Population and Development (General Assembly resolution S-21/2), para. 53. 
3. Dakar Framework for Action (ED-2000/CONF/211/1), para. 7(ii). 
4. Ibid., para. 7(iv). 
5. Ibid., para. 7(v). 
6. Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development (A/CONF.171/13/Rev.1), 
para. 8.16. 
7. Ibid. 
8. Ibid., para. 8.21. 
9. Rome Declaration on World Food Security, 1996. 
10. Millenium Declaration, General Assembly resolution 55/2, para. 19. 
11. Further Initiatives for Social Development, General Assembly resolution S-24/2. 
12. World Telecommunication Development Conference, Valletta, Malta, 1998. 
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Statement of position made in connection with the Programme of Action 
 
The representative of the Holy See said that the Holy See joined in the consensus around the 
Programme of Action. The position of the Holy See on the expressions “reproductive health” 
and “reproductive rights” contained in the section entitled “Population” in Commitment 3 was to 
be interpreted in terms of the opening paragraph of that same section which referred to the 
reports of the International conference on Population and Development (ICPD) and ICPD+5. 
The Holy See’s welcoming the consensus decision should in no way be interpreted as 
constituting a change in its well known position concerning those family planning and 
contraceptive methods which the Catholic church considered morally unacceptable. Amidst all 
the detail of the negotia tions and the many interactive and parallel events, it was the people of 
the least developed countries who were at the centre of concerns. Development meant helping 
those people and their communities to realize fully their God-given potential and thus become 
not just beneficiaries of the progress of modern science and social progress, but active 
protagonists with equitable access to the resources of the world. 
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III. EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE 

 
 

The Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, 
 
1. Expresses its profound gratitude to the European Union for hosting the Conference at the 

European Parliament in Brussels;  
 
2. Acknowledges with deep appreciation the contribution made to the Conference by the 

European Commission and the Government of Belgium; 
 
3. Expresses particular appreciation to His Majesty King Albert II for his gracious presence at 

the opening of the Conference; 
 
4. Conveys appreciation to the European Parliament for providing the setting for the 

Conference and thereby instilling an atmosphere conducive to success; 
 
5. Thanks the people of Belgium for the warm hospitality shown to all participants;  
 
6. Expresses the hope that the commitments entered into with a view to changing the lives of 

the millions of people living in the least developed countries will be fully implemented.  
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IV. ORGANIZATIONAL AND PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

A. Opening of the Conference 

(Agenda item 1) 
 
1. The Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries opened on 
Monday, 14 May 2001, with an inaugural ceremony attended by His Majesty King Albert II of 
Belgium. The Conference was addressed by Mr. Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the United 
Nations; Mr. Göran Persson, Prime Minister of Sweden and President of the Council of the 
European Union; Mrs. Nicole Fontaine, President of the European Parliament; Mr. Romano 
Prodi, President of the European Commission; Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of Bangladesh and 
Coordinator of the Global LDC Community; Mr. Guy Verhofstadt, Prime Minister of Belgium; 
Mr. Harri Holkeri, President of the Millennium Assembly; and Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of 
France, host of the Second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries.  
 

B. Election of the President 

(Agenda item 2) 
 
2. At the inaugural ceremony, the Conference elected by acclamation as its President Mr. 
Göran Persson, Prime Minister of Sweden and President of the Council of the European Union. 
 
3. The Conference was informed that, during the President’s absence on government 
business in the course of the week, the responsibilities of the Presidency would be assumed by 
Mr. Leif Pagrotsky, Minister of Trade of Sweden. 
 

C. Adoption of the rules of procedure  

(Agenda item 3) 
 
4. At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 15 May, the Conference adopted as its rules of procedure 
the provisional rules of procedure approved by the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee at 
its first session (A/CONF.191/4). 
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D. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work 

(Agenda item 4) 
 
5. At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 15 May, the Conference adopted its provisional agenda as 
contained in document A/CONF.191/1. The agenda was thus as follows: 
 

1. Opening of the Conference 
2. Election of the President 
3. Adoption of the rules of procedure 
4. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work 
5. Establishment of subsidiary bodies 
6. Election of officers other than the President 
7. Credentials of representatives participating in the Conference 

(a) Appointment of members of the Credentials Committee 
(b) Report of the Credentials Committee 

8. Assessment of the results of the Programme of Action during the 1990s at the 
country level 

9. Review of the implementation of international support measures, particularly in 
the areas of official development assistance, debt, investment and trade 

10. Programme of Action: formulation and adoption of appropriate national and 
international policies and measures for sustainable development of the least 
developed countries and their progressive integration into the world economy 

11. Other business 
12. Adoption of the report of the Conference 

 
6. The Conference also approved the organization of work as set out in paragraphs 9 
and 10 of document A/CONF.191/1. 

 
 

E. Establishment of subsidiary bodies 

(Agenda item 5) 
 
7. At its 2nd plenary meeting, the Conference established a Committee of the Whole to 
consider agenda items 8, 9 and 10 and in so doing to elaborate a Programme of Action for the 
LDCs for the decade 2001-2010 on the basis of a draft prepared by the Intergovernmental 
Preparatory Committee (A/CONF.191/6).  
 
8. At its 1st meeting, on 15 May 2001, the Committee of the Whole decided to establish two 
clusters to consider the draft Programme of Action. Cluster I would take up commitments 4-7, 
while cluster II would take up the introductory sections and commitments 1-3. The Committee 
elected Ms. Inga Magistad (Norway) as Chairperson of Cluster I and Mr. Alounkeo Kittikhoun 
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(Lao People’s Democratic Republic) as Chairperson of Cluster II. It decided that, in its work on 
the draft Programme of Action (A/CONF.191/6), it would take into account a revised text of the 
draft Programme submitted by the Chairman of the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee 
subsequent to informal consultations (UNLDC/BRU/1 and 2). It would conduct its work in 
informal meetings and conclude on Saturday, 19 May, in order to report back to the Conference 
on 20 May. 
 

F. Election of officers other than the President 

(Agenda item 6) 
 
9. At the 1st and 2nd plenary meetings, on 15 May, the Conference elected the following 
officers: 

      
Vice-Presidents: Mr. Edouard Aho Glele (Benin) 

    Ms. Anne Konate (Burkina Faso) 
    Mr. Ricardo Cabrisas Ruiz (Cuba) 
    Mr. Girma Birru (Ethiopia) 
    Mr. Samuel Stanislaus (Grenada)  
    Mr. Maxime Murat (Haiti) 
    Mr. Sándor Mózes (Hungary) 
    Mr. Shoji Sato (Japan) 
    Mr. Alounkeo Kittikhoun (Lao People’s Democratic Republic) 
    Mr. Porfirio Muñoz Ledo (Mexico) 
    Mr. Bjorn Skogmo (Norway) 
    Mr. Viorel Ardeleanu (Romania) 
    Mr. Richard Terrell Miller (United States of America) 
    Mr. Ram Sharan Mahat (Nepal) 
    Mr. Abdulrahman Mohammed Ali Othman (Yemen) 
 
 Chairman, Committee 
    of the Whole: Mr. Jacques Scavee (Belgium) 

 
Rapporteur:  Mr. Iddi Simba (United Republic of Tanzania) 
 

10. At the same meeting, the Conference decided that the ex officio members of the bureau of 
the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee would be associated with the work of the Bureau 
of the Conference. The ex officio members were:  
 
 Chairman Cluster I: Ms. Inga Magistad (Norway) 
 
 Chairman Cluster II: Mr. Alounkeo Kittikhoun (Lao People’s Democratic Republic) 
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President of the Trade and 
   Development Board of 
   UNCTAD:   Mr. Camilo Reyes Rodriguez (Colombia) (forty-seventh session) 
    Mr. Philippe Petit (France) (forty-sixth session) 
 
Coordinator of the LDCs: Mr. Anwarul Karim Chowdhury (Bangladesh) 
 
Chairman of the Group of 77: Mr. Bagher Asadi (Islamic Republic of Iran) 
 
European Union: Presidency of the Council of the European Union/European 

Commission 
 
11. It was further decided that the regional coordinators would also be associated with the 
work of the Bureau. 
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G. Credentials of representatives participating in the Conference 

(a) Appointment of members of the Credentials Committee 

 
12. At the 1st plenary meeting, on 15 May, the Conference decided that the composition of 
the Credentials Committee would be based on that of the Credentials Committee of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations at its fifty-fifth session. It thus appointed the following States as 
members of the Committee: Bahamas; China; Ecuador; Gabon; Ireland; Mauritius; Russian 
Federation; Thailand; and United States of America. The Conference further decided that, if any 
of those States were not represented at the Conference, the regional group concerned would be 
requested to nominate a replacement.  
 
(b) Report of the Credentials Committee 

13. At its closing plenary meeting, on 20 May 2001, the Conference approved the report of 
the Credentials Committee (A/CONF.191/10), thereby accepting the credentials of the 
representatives to the Conference. 

H. Special event 

14. On 14 May, a special event was held on “The challenge of eradicating poverty: The 
international community’s response”.1 
 

I. Interactive thematic sessions  

15. In the course of the Conference, a series of interactive events were held on the following 
topics:1 

Governance, peace and social stability;  

Enhancing productive capacities: The agricultural sector and food security;  

Intellectual property and development: An instrument for wealth creation; 

Enhancing productive capacities: The role of health; 

Education; 

International trade, commodities and services/tourism; 

Energy; 

Enhancing productive capacities: The role of investment and enterprise development; 

Human resources development and employment; 

Infrastructure development; 

Transport; 

                                                 
1 For the participants in the event, see annex III. 
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Financing growth and development. 

J. Parallel events 

16. In the course of the Conference, the following parallel events took place: 1 

High- level Parliamentarians’ Round Table; 

Meeting of Mayors: City-to-City Cooperation; 

Migration/Refugees Round Table; 

Business Sector Round Table; 

Young Entrepreneurs; 

The Digital Economy; 

Youth Forum; 

Women Entrepreneurs Forum. 
 

K. Other events 

 
17. The following other events were held:  

Ministerial Panel on Gender in LDCs (UNDP/UNCTAD); 

WAFUNIF Workshop; 

Capacity Building for Trade, Environment and Development in LDCs 
(UNEP/UNCTAD); 

Impact of HIV/AIDS on Sustainable Development (UNFPA); 

Joint Presentation on Investment (UNCTAD/UNIDO/World Bank). 
 
18. In conjunction with the Conference, an NGO Forum was held from 10 to 20 May. 

L. General debate 

19. In the course of the general debate, statements were made by 96 member States, 25 UN 
bodies and specialized agencies, 6 intergovernmental organizations and 22 non-governmental 
organizations. 

M. Outcome of the substantive deliberations of the Conference 

(Agenda items 8,9 and 10) 
 

20. At its closing meeting, on 20 May 2001, the Committee of the Whole approved the draft 
Programme of Action contained in document A/CONF.191/L.18 and authorized the Chairman of 
the Committee to present the draft Programme in plenary. 
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21. At the closing plenary, on 20 May 2001, acting on the recommendation of the Committee 
of the Whole, the Conference adopted the Programme of Action for the Least Developed 
Countries for the decade 2001-2010 as contained in document A/CONF.191/L.18. (For the text 
of the Programme, see section II above.) 
 
22. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the declaration contained in document 
A/CONF.191/L.20 and decided to name it the Brussels Declaration. (For the text of the 
Declaration, see section I above.) 
 
23. At the same meeting, the Conference took note of the statement made by the Executive 
Secretary of the Conference at the closing plenary on deliverables. (For the text of the statement, 
see annex I below.) 
 

N. Other business 

(Agenda item 11) 
 

24. At the closing plenary, on 20 May 2001, the Conference adopted by acclamation an 
expression of gratitude (A/CONF.191/L.19) presented by Bangladesh, Coordinator of the LDCs. 
(For the text of the expression of gratitude, see section III above.) 
 

O. Adoption of the report of the Conference 

25. At the closing plenary, on 20 May 2001, the Conference adopted its draft report 
(A/CONF.191/L.16) and authorized the Rapporteur to complete the report to reflect the 
proceedings of the closing plenary. 
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Annex I 

STATEMENT ON DELIVERABLES BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE 
CONFERENCE AT THE FINAL PLENARY MEETING 

 
 
It is my honour to present to you the results of the Conference in terms of deliverables and 
commitments made. I am conscious that in the time available I can but touch on the results 
obtained, and can therefore not do full justice to the remarkable achievements of this 
Conference. Moreover, many proposals for deliverables were made during the preparatory 
period for the Conference, but because time was short, a number have not yet matured to the 
point of acceptance, yet may well do so in the months to come.  
 
Thus the report I present is not only by its very nature incomplete, but should also be seen as 
merely an interim report, the Conference itself being only a point of time in a continuum of 
development cooperation which will be carried on after the Conference and monitored by the 
follow-up mechanism on which so many worked so hard during the past week in Brussels. 
 
National programmes of action and UN system engagement 
 
Perhaps the most important of all the deliverables at the Conference was the ownership of the 
process demonstrated by the LDCs themselves and the engagement of the entire corpus of 
agencies in the United Nations system. You have seen throughout the week the degree to which 
that engagement was manifested in the participation of heads and senior officials of the agencies, 
and the vast amount of preparatory work in which they engaged to ensure that an appropriate 
terrain was ready for the discussions themselves. And you have seen that 45 LDCs submitted 
national programmes of action, prepared through the work of national preparatory committees 
covering a wide range of ministries and approved by the Government, committing themselves to 
a wide range of policy actions in support of poverty eradication. Where PRSPs or Interim PRSPs 
exist, the national action programmes are identical to or based on those PRSPs; elsewhere, they 
provide the basis for future PRSPs. This degree of ownership is unprecedented, and augurs 
extremely well for the future of development cooperation: the LDCs “have their act together” 
and are looking for similarly coordinated responses from their development partners. Moreover, 
in the Plan of Action agreed after long and arduous negotiations over the past several months, 
the LDCs have committed themselves to a wide range of actions which will – when 
implemented – create the necessary conditions for a reversal of the economic decline of the 
LDCs and the take-off to sustainable development in those countries. 
 
Development assistance and finance 
 
In presenting the concrete results, I shall dwell on the undertakings by the development partners 
of the LDCs. I shall focus initially on the two areas which caused the most difficulties and in 
which the results reached are therefore all the more remarkable. These are finance and trade. 
Given that work in these areas was constantly in the shadow of the upcoming fourth WTO 
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Ministerial Meeting at Doha in November and the Finance for Development event in Mexico in 
March 2002, any results at all were in doubt. But despite this, very important commitments were 
undertaken.  
 
ODA Targets 

?? Development partners recommitted to the ODA targets which they had adopted at 
the Second LDC Conference in Paris (1990). 

?? Sweden announced that it will increase its allocations for development co-
operation. 

?? A number of countries (Denmark, Norway, Finland, Luxembourg) have 
reaffirmed ODA targets.  

?? Other countries have indicated they will endeavour or intend to increase their 
financial support to LDCs (Republic of Korea, Norway, Sweden, Czech 
Republic). 

 
Untying aid 

?? OECD announced its initiative on untying aid to LDCs from 1 January 2002, as 
well as a checklist to ensure coherence in their actions for poverty alleviation. 

 
Innovative technical assistance 
 

?? Supporting South-South initiatives (Switzerland). 
?? Strengthening ODA using a Public-Private Partnership strategy (Germany). 

 
Debt relief 
 

?? Development partners committed to providing expeditiously adequate financial 
resources for the speedy and full implementation of the enhanced HIPC Initiative 
and to providing new and additional resources necessary to fulfil the future 
financial requirements of the enhanced HIPC Initiative (Programme of Action, 
para. 87(ii)(a)). 

?? Development partners also committed to making expeditious progress towards 
full cancellation, in the context of the enhanced HIPC initiative, of outstanding 
official bilateral debt owed by HIPC LDCs (Programme of Action, para. 
87(ii)(c)) and to cancelling all official bilateral debts of those countries in return 
for their making demonstrable commitments to poverty eradication. 

?? A number of countries announced their intention to provide more than their 
original contribution to the HIPC debt relief programme (including Italy, Norway, 
Sweden).  Sweden also announced the allocation of another $50 million to debt 
relief and budget support this year. 

?? The European Commission announced a decision to forego payments on all 
outstanding LDC obligations arising from special loans provided under earlier 
Lomé Conventions. 
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?? Development partners committed to encouraging creditors in a position to do so 
to consider a moratorium on debt service payments for LDCs in exceptional 
cases. 

?? Development partners committed to providing debt relief to post-conflict 
countries under the enhanced HIPC initiative as soon as possible, within the 
flexibility provided under the HIPC framework. 

 
I am sure you will agree with me that, if implementation follows commitment, these results on 
debt and finance will dramatically improve the initial conditions from which the LDCs start in 
working forward from the Conference to their development objectives. 
 
Trade 
 
Turning now to trade, I am happy to announce that equally remarkable breakthroughs were 
made. As both Pascal Lamy and Minister Pagrotsky (who chaired the meeting at which it was 
decided) have said, the EU’s initiative to extend duty-free quota-free treatment to all LDC 
products except arms would not have happened had it not been for this Conference. Happily, 
other countries have taken similar initiatives (among which Norway, Morocco, Hungary, New 
Zealand). This initiative is important in its own right, but even more so because it banishes at 
one stroke the two major banes of LDCs as regards market access: tariff peaks, which have 
tended to hit precisely the products in which LDCs are competitive (or potentially so); and tariff 
escalation, which drives LDCs towards being simple exporters of primary commodities, rather 
than of higher value-added processed products. But other remarkable results were also achieved:  

Market access 

?? Agreement was reached that all developed countries will improve preferential 
market access for LDCs by working towards the objective of duty-free and quota-
free market access for all LDCs’ products (Programme of Action, para. 68(h)). 

?? A number of countries indicated that they will endeavour to improve access, for 
example by lowering tariffs/duties on LDC products, to their markets (including 
the Republic of Korea, Switzerland, Poland, Japan, Turkey). 

?? The EU announced a multilateral initiative to forego the use of anti-dumping 
measures in relation to LDCs. 

?? Development partners committed to providing assistance to LDCs in developing 
infrastructure to ensure quality control and conformity to international standards 
of their products (Programme of Action, para. 68(q)) and to avoiding taking 
unilateral actions in a manner incons istent with the SPS Agreement of the WTO 
(Programme of Action, para. 68(r)). 

?? Development partners committed to facilitating the WTO accession process for 
LDCs, making it less onerous and tailored to the specific economic conditions of 
LDCs (Programme of Action, para. 68(o)). 
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Capacity building for trade 
 

?? A number of countries have indicated they intend to or are willing to contribute to 
the redesigned integrated framework for trade-related technical assistance (among 
them, Japan, Norway, Ireland), with the framework receiving $6 million for the 
implementation of the pilot scheme. The World Bank and UNDP are also making 
financial contributions. 

?? In addition, Ireland will also contribute $3 million over five years to the Advisory 
Centre on WTO Law to help developing countries, particularly LDCs, avail of 
their legal rights under the WTO Agreements. 

?? The WTO has pledged to give as much assistance as possible to the LDCs in a 
number of areas, including in the area of accession. 

?? At the 8th World Summit for Young Entrepreneurs, held on the occasion of the 
Conference, the World Trade University was launched to serve as an institution 
of higher learning that is affordable and  accessible for entrepreneurs and policy-
makers from developing countries, including LDCs, with strong support also 
coming from the private sector.  

?? The World Tourism Organization has designated poverty as a new priority for its 
work programme, and has announced a programme for sub-Saharan African 
destinations. 

 
Investment and enterprise development 
 
Market access is vital for the LDCs, whose share of world trade is now an infinitesimal 0.4 per 
cent of world trade. But if the LDCs cannot supply the world’s markets in a timely fashion with 
export products of sufficient quality, they will be unable to profit from improved market access. 
For that reason, investment in plant and vital infrastructure (including social infrastructure) to 
build productive capacity is essential. Much of the Conference therefore turned around such 
capacity-building, including in such vital areas as energy and transport, where LDCs lag 
seriously behind.  
 
A series of initiatives were announced that can begin immediately after the Conference, 
amounting to what could be called an International Investment Initiative for LDCs, and includes: 

?? The launching of a multi-agency technical assistance programme on FDI by 
UNCTAD, MIGA, FIAS of the World Bank Group and UNIDO for a pilot group 
of LDCs. 

?? The establishment, together with the ICC, of an Investment Advisory Council for 
LDCs comprising senior business executives of multinational corporations and 
political leaders of LDCs. Tanzania has offered to host the first meeting of the 
Council later this year. 

?? The signing of 29 bilateral investment treaties at the ministerial level between 
mostly francophone African countries (nine LDCs) with developed and other 
developing countries, paving the way for increased FDI flows and economic 
cooperation. 



A/CONF.191/13 
 Page 83 

?? The announcement by the Government of Uganda, Empretec-UNCTAD, 
Enterprise Africa-UNDP and the Italian Directorate for Development 
Cooperation of an Enterprise Uganda project to create, in an integrated manner, a 
framework for business development services to foster networking, partnering 
opportunities and international competitiveness. 

?? The announcement of a financed programme aiming at promoting linkages 
between foreign companies and indigenous entrepreneurs, paying special 
attention to access by women entrepreneurs to finance and technology. 

?? Seed funding for a limited number of LDCs within the framework of a number of 
investment and enterprise development-related projects; additional funding will 
be required to expand the projects to all LDCs. 

 
Intellectual property 
 

?? WIPO announced a number of initiatives in the area of intellectual property to 
assist LDCs in this area, including support for the exploitation by SMEs of their 
innovative capacity and creativity.  

 
Infrastructure (including energy and transport) 
 

?? Development partners committed to supporting infrastructure development 
through inter alia public investment and by facilitating private investment 
(Programme of Action, para. 48(ii)(c)) and particularly for the creation of 
essential infrastructure to facilitate the functioning of liberalized domestic and 
regional markets (Programme of Action, para. 68(x)). 

?? They also committed to providing technical support and private sector guarantees 
to support infrastructural programmes facilitating bilateral, subregional and 
regional complementarities (Programme of Action, para. 48(ii)(b)). 

?? Development partners also committed to making determined efforts to increase 
ODA in support of LDCs’ efforts towards provision of social infrastructure and 
social service (Programme of Action, 32(ii)(a)). 

Energy 
?? Development partners committed to supporting the LDCs in their development of 

energy resources, including renewable energy, natural gas and other clean energy 
sources, inter alia through financial assistance and by facilitating private sector 
investment (Programme of Action, para. 56(ii)(a)). 

?? Development partners also committed to facilitating the transfer of technology for 
the development of clean energy technologies in accordance with relevant 
international agreements (Programme of Action, para. 56(ii)(b)) and to supporting 
LDC efforts to diversify sources of energy, where feasible (Programme of Action, 
para. 56(ii)(e)). 

?? Initiatives were announced by UNIDO on expanding decentralized village- level 
energy delivery through “multi- functional platforms” and the local assembly and 
manufacture of renewable energy equipment. 
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?? An initiative for the establishment of national Centres for the Rational Use of 
Energy was also announced. 

?? A revolving fund to assist African LDCs in developing, designing and managing 
natural gas projects was proposed. 

 
Transport  
 

?? An initiative for the implementation of a strategy for the development of efficient 
international transport services for LDCs was announced by the co-chairs of the 
transport session. This was supported by the International Union of Railways. 

?? The Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne (EPFL) offered to contribute to 
transport management training for LDCs through special programmes, 
scholarships and  dedicated research on topics proposed by LDCs . 

 
Agriculture and commodities 
 
Most LDCs remain highly dependent on the export of primary commodities, principally 
agricultural commodities, in part because of physical endowments, but also, as mentioned 
earlier, because tariff escalation on value added in processing biases their economic structures. 
In such circumstances, LDCs are at high risk from any interruption in their market access owing 
to the application of standards and norms applied by importing markets. It is thus particularly 
important that an inter-agency initiative was announced (including FAO, WTO and UNIDO) by 
FAO to establish a trust fund facility (target: $100 million) to support the upgrading of LDCs’ 
food safety and quality assurance capabilities. In addition, 
 

?? The EU committed to enhancing technical assistance and capacity building to 
help LDCs meet SPS and other standards in export markets. 

?? Development partners committed to strengthening activities covered by the 
Second Account of the Common Fund for Commodities (Programme of Action, 
para. 68(v)) and the Fund in turn  has undertaken to finance, within its resources 
and through co-financing, projects which were identified in preparation for the 
Conference related to enhancing productive capacities, post-harvest measures and 
appropriate storage to minimize post-harvest losses, and financing, including 
input credit, price risk management and structured commodity finance. 

?? UNHCR announced an FAO/UNHCR trust fund to enhance refugee women’s 
capacities in the area of food security. 

A. Human resources development and employment 

It is a well-known fact that any individual’s chances of obtaining employment will be boosted by 
improved skills. Hence the importance of commitments in this area: 
 

?? Development partners committed to encouraging and assisting LDCs in building 
capacities for technical and vocational training (Programme of Action, para. 
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37(ii)(e)) and in introducing innovative training methods, including distance 
learning (Programme of Action, para. 37(ii)(i)). 

?? Some countries indicated their commitment to increasing their training 
programmes for LDCs (Republic of Korea, Poland). 

?? Initiatives were announced by ILO on offering a package of components to be 
integrated into national employment strategies and to support national poverty 
reduction programmes through the achievement and consolidation of 
employment- intensive growth. 

?? In the area of the digital economy, UNCTAD announced it would make available 
an e-tourism package to all sectors, public and private, of the LDCs to help them 
reach the relevant markets. 

 
Turning now to the “social” areas, significant results were achieved as regards health and 
education, and on governance and conflict prevention.  
 
Health 
 

?? Development partners committed to enhancing ODA and other forms of support, 
including technical support, for health, safe water and sanitation (Programme of 
Action, para. 39(ii)(a)) and to supporting LDCs in expanding and strengthening 
programmes related to HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis and other communicable 
diseases (Programme of Action, para. 39(ii)(e)). 

?? Financial contributions towards combating HIV/AIDS were announced: an 
addit ional $200 million from the United States and $30 million from Italy. The 
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the G.8 are working on an 
international trust fund dedicated to the battle against HIV/AIDS and other 
infectious diseases. 

?? The EU member States have agreed on a tiered pricing mechanism for key 
pharmaceuticals, and the European Commission has decided to completely untie 
EC drug procurement from other forms of development aid. 

?? EU member States have endorsed a five-year Programme of Action prepared by 
the European Commission to fight communicable diseases (HIV/AIDS, TB, 
Malaria) that severely affect LDCs. 

 
Education 
 

?? Development partners committed to providing enhanced support, including ODA, 
from both bilateral and multilateral sources, to reach the Dakar “Education for 
All” targets on education and literacy (Programme of Action, para. 37(ii)(a)). 

?? Development partners also committed to supporting initiatives to overcome 
barriers to girls’ education, and achieving expanded and improved learning for 
girls (Programme of Action, para. 37(ii)(h)) and to intensifying efforts to transfer 
knowledge and improve the capacity for local knowledge creation in LDCs 
(Programme of Action, para. 37(ii)(c)). 
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?? An initiative to promote school attendance in LDCs whilst maintaining family 
income, already in operation in a number of non-LDC countries (Brazil, Mexico), 
was announced (“MISA”). 

?? USAID announced an increase in its education budget by 20 per cent. 
 
Governance and conflict prevention 
 

?? A new UNDP multi-donor trust fund on governance was announced, with a 
special window for LDCs, as well as a window for city-to-city cooperation. The 
trust fund already has a financial commitment from Norway and interest from 
Sweden. 

?? A number of countries expressed support for governance initiatives (Switzerland, 
Sweden, Norway), and Sweden announced an increase in its financial allocation 
to conflict prevention and good governance. 

?? Japan announced it will make further contributions to the UN Human Security 
Fund, and intends to make utmost efforts in the area of conflict and refugee 
problems. 

?? Development partners committed to assisting LDCs in developing effective safety 
nets and swift response mechanisms to cope with natural disasters and 
socioeconomic shocks, including those resulting from economic reform 
programmes and fiscal adjustment (Programme of Action, para. 32(ii)(e)). 

?? Here at the Conference, following their session, the Parliamentarians decided to 
establish a core group to establish a network with regards to the follow-up and 
implementation of the Programme of Action. 

?? The International Organization for Migration announced its programme of action 
in favour of the LDCs, covering, among other things, migration management. 

?? A number of city-to-city initiatives were also announced, including the 
establishment of a fund to support city-to-city cooperation, a dozen  agreements 
between cities in the North and LDC cities, contributions from city networks in 
favour of city-to-city cooperation, and innovative methods of financing city-to-
city cooperation. 

 
Conclusion 
 
I believe that, even this rapid catalogue of the results of the Conference, incomplete though it is, 
and limited though it must necessarily be to those results directly achieved by the time of, or at, 
the Conference, clearly demonstrates the will of development partners to do everything in their 
power to assist LDCs in climbing rapidly out of the severe economic difficulties in which they 
find themselves. Let us all, in our various ways, keep the pressure on for the full and speedy 
implementation of the remarkable commitments undertaken here in Brussels, so that there will 
be no need for a fourth UN conference on LDCs. 
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Annex II 
 

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION OF THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 
ON THE EVE OF THE THIRD UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE 

LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 
Brussels, 13 May 2001 

 
 We, the Ministers of the Least Developed Countries, having met on the eve of the Third 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC III) in Brussels on 13 May 
2001,  
 
 Recalling the Ministerial Declaration of the LDCs adopted on 14 April 2001 in Havana 
during the South Summit, 
 
 Also recalling the Ministerial Declaration of the Least Developed Countries adopted on 
18 September 2000 during the fifty-fifth session of the General Assembly of the United Nations, 
 
 Recalling further the Declaration of the Least Developed Countries adopted during the 
Third WTO Ministerial Conference in Seattle on 29 November 1999 and the Communiqué by 
the Ministers of Trade of the Least Developed Countries adopted at UNCTAD X in Bangkok on 
13 February 2000, 
 
 Welcoming the adoption of the Millennium Declaration by the Heads of State and 
Government on 8 September 2000 at the Millennium Summit at the United Nations in New 
York, 
 
 Emphasizing the importance of the Third United Nations Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries to be held in Brussels from 14 to 20 May 2001, 
 
 Declare that: 
 
1. We meet against the backdrop of deteriorating socio-economic conditions and growing 
marginalization of our countries, while fundamental changes in the global economy resulting 
from globalization and the rapid advances in science and technology have engendered 
unprecedented increases in prosperity in the world. It is a matter of grave concern that, despite 
vigorous political and economic reform efforts, the 49 LDCs, as a group, were neither able to 
benefit from these global trends and developments nor realize the goals of the Paris Programme 
of Action for the LDCs for the 1990s. These efforts were retarded mainly by declining ODA 
flows, limited productive capacity, mounting debt burden, unfavourable market access 
conditions, inadequate FDI inflows, and severe structural handicaps faced by the LDCs. 
 
2. We stress that, while the primary responsibility for our development rests with us, the 
amelioration of the worsening socio-economic conditions in the LDCs requires, among other 
things, substantial and concrete international support measures for these countries, including 
appropriate poverty eradication programmes and removing the critical structural impediments to 
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our development. In order to undertake that responsibility, there is need to forge partnership 
among Governments, international organizations and civil society, including NGOs and the 
private sector. 
 
3. We attach, in this context, the utmost importance to the Third United Nations Conference 
on the LDCs, which we view as a great test for the principle of strengthened partnership and 
shared responsibility, to which we have all subscribed under the Programme of Action for the 
1990s.  
 
4. We reiterate our full commitment to a successful Conference and undertake to work 
closely with our development partners with a view to achieving concrete and action-oriented 
outcomes that can arrest and decisively reverse marginalization, eradicate poverty and thereby 
improve the present socio-economic conditions in our countries. The success of the Conference 
will thus be measured by the nature and extent of action-oriented and operational commitments 
that will have the greatest impact and significantly contribute to the achievement of these 
objectives. 
 
5. In this spirit, we call for urgent action by our development partners, inter alia in the 
following specific areas: 
?? A reversal of the declining trends in ODA flows and early realization of the internationally 
agreed ODA targets for LDCs no later than 2005, and the improving of aid effectiveness to 
LDCs through, inter alia, untying of aid; 
 
?? Resolution of the debt crisis by providing broad, deep and immediate debt relief to all LDCs, 
including through total debt cancellation; 
 
?? Encouragement and promotion of FDI flows, including the provision of incentives for their 
investors in LDCs; 
 
?? Provision of secure and predictable market access through bound, duty-free and quota-free 
access for all of our products within a specified time-frame, which would enable us to participate 
effectively in the global economy;  
 
?? Operationalization, improvement and full implementation of the measures for special and 
differential treatment in favour of LDCs, as contained in the WTO Agreements; 
 
?? An early agreement, by the fourth WTO Ministerial Conference at the latest, for clear and 
simplified procedures aimed at facilitating and accelerating the accession of LDCs to WTO and 
provision of adequate financial and technical assistance to those countries. 
 
6. We express our appreciation to those countries that have fulfilled and exceeded the 
internationally agreed targets of ODA for LDCs and to those that have improved market access 
conditions for LDCs’ exports, including the Everything But Arms initiative of the European 
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Union, and urge other development partners that have not yet done so to take similar measures 
for ODA and market access. 
 
7. We attach great importance to the need for an appropriate and effective mechanism for 
implementation, follow-up, review and monitoring of the Programme of Action for LDCs for the 
first decade of the new millennium.  In this regard, we call upon the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations to establish an Office of Least Developed Countries, Land- locked Developing 
Countries and Small Island Developing States, with adequate financial and human resources, 
headed by a High Representative immediately after the Conference. 
 
8. We welcome the renewed commitment by some of our development partners in 
improving the implementation of the Integrated Framework (IF) for Trade-related Technical 
Assistance for LDCs and the initiatives taken towards this end, in particular through the 
launching of the IF Pilot Scheme and the establishment of the IF Trust Fund. We invite our 
development partners to contribute generously to the Trust Fund. 
 
9. We invite and encourage the member countries of the Group of 77 and China to continue 
their support for our countries in our efforts to integrate beneficially into the global economy and 
undertake to strengthen this partnership through South-South cooperation. 
 
10. We call upon the United Nations system and all other multilateral organizations as well 
as other stakeholders to mobilize their efforts in support of the full and effective implementation 
of the outcome of this Conference with increased coordination, greater synergy and with full 
commitment. 
 
11. We express our deep appreciation to the European Union for hosting the Conference and 
the support extended to our countries for the preparations undertaken at the country level. We 
wish to register our appreciation to all other partners who contributed generously to the success 
of the preparatory process of the Conference. We also express our appreciation to the 
Government and people of Belgium for the welcome and hospitality accorded to us. We also 
extend our appreciation to UNCTAD for its support to the Conference. 
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Annex III 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS, SPECIAL INVITEES AND PANELLISTS IN THE 
INTERACTIVE THEMATIC SESSIONS AND PARALLEL EVENTS 

 
Special event 

 
The Challenge of Eradicating Poverty: The International Community’s Response 

 

King Letsie III of Lesotho 
Mr. Alpha Oumar Konare, President of Mali 
Mr. Benjamin William Mkapa, President of the United Republic of Tanzania 
Mr. Olesegun Obasanjo, President of Nigeria 
Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of Bangladesh 
Mr. Apollo Nsibambi, Prime Minister of Uganda 
Mr. Göran Persson, Prime Minister of Sweden, President of the Conference 
Mr. Harri Holkeri, President of the fifty-fifth session of the General Assembly (Millennium 

Assembly) 
Mr. Poul Nielson, European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid  
Mr. Mike Moore, Director-General, World Trade Organization 
Mr. James D. Wolfensohn, President, World Bank Group 
Mr. Andrew Natsios, USAID Administrator 
Ms. Christine Hemrick, Vice President for Strategic Technology Policy, Cisco Systems 
Mr. Salil Shetty, Chief Executive, Action Aid 
Mr. John Sayer, Executive Director, OXFAM International 
 

Interactive thematic sessions  
 
Governance, Peace and Social Stability 
 
Mr. Leonardo Santos Simão, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mozambique 
Ms. Anne Kristin Sydnes, Minister for International Development, Norway 
Mr. Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator, United Nations Development Programme 
Mr. Abu Hasan Chowdhry, State Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh 
Ms. Hawa Dia Thiam, Minister in Charge of Relations with the Assembly, Senegal 
Ms. Mary Robinson, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Mr. Ruud Lubbers, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
Mr. Brunson McKinley, Director General, International Organization for Migration 
Ms. Maj-Inger Klingvall, Minister for Development Cooperation, Migration and Asylum, 

Sweden 
Ms. Cheryl Gray, Acting Vice-President and Director, Public Sector Reforms, the World Bank 
 



A/CONF.191/13 
 Page 91 

Enhancing Productive Capacities: The Agricultural Sector and Food Security 
 
Mr. Hartwig De Haen, Assistant Director-General, FAO 
Mr. Lennart Båge, President, IFAD  
Mr. Baba Dioum, General Co-ordinator, Conference of Ministers of Agriculture of West and 

Central Africa 
Mr. Sartaj Aziz, former Foreign and Finance Minister, Pakistan 
Mr. Stein Bie, Director-General, International Service for National Agricultural Research  
Mr. D. Triparthy, Manager, Agriculture Division, African Deve lopment Bank 
 
Intellectual Property and Development, an Instrument for Wealth Creation 
 
Mr. Roberto Castelo, Deputy Director General, World Intellectual Property Organization 
Mr. Fredo Betsimifira, Minister of Information, Culture and Communications, Madagascar 
Mr. Ronaldo Sandenberg, Minister of Science and Technology, Brazil 

 
Enhancing Productive Capacities: The Role of Health 
 
Ms. Maria Minna, Minister for International Cooperation, Canada 
Mr. Aleke Banda, Minister of Health and Population, Malawi 
Mr. Shah Kibria, Minister of Finance, Bangladesh 
Mr. Leonardo S. Simao, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Mozambique 
Dr. A. Anarfi Asamoa-Baah, Executive Director, World Health Organization 
Mr. K.Y. Amoako, Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, 

Member of the WHO Commission on Macroeconomics and Health 
Mr. Philippe Busquin, European Commissioner for Research 
Mr. Poul Nielson, European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid  
Ms. Philippa Saunders, OXFAM International, United Kingdom 
 
Education 
 
Mr. Koichiro Matsuura, Director General, UNESCO 
Mr. Khamliene Nhouyvanisvong, Deputy Permanent Representative, Lao People’s  
 Democratic Republic 
Ms. Penina Mlama, Director, Forum for African Women for Education 
Ms. Monique Fouillhoux, Education Officer, Education International  
Mr. Steve Packer, Acting Chief Education Adviser, DFID 
 
International Trade, Commodities and Service/Tourism 
 
Mr. Iddi Simba, Member of Parliament, Minister for Industry and Trade, United Republic of 

Tanzania 
Mr. Poul Nielson, European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid  
Mr. Mike Moore, Director-General, World Trade Organization 
Mr. Pascal Lamy, Commissioner for Trade, European Commission 
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Mr. M. Malie, Minister for Trade, Marketing and Industry, Lesotho 
Mr. M. Ould Nany, Minister of Economic Affairs and Development, Mauritania 
Mr. Rubens Ricupero, Secretary-General of UNCTAD 
Mr. Rolf Boehnke, Managing Director, Common Fund for Commodities 
Mr. Salvador Namburete, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Mozambique 
Mr. Rafael Rodriguez-Ponga, Secretary-General, Spanish International Cooperation Agency 
Mr. Francesco Frangialli, Secretary-General, World Tourism Organization 

 
Energy 
 
Mr. Carlos Magariños, Director-General, United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

(UNIDO)  
Mr. Bacari Kone, Minister of the Economy and Finance, Mali  
Mr. Wilhelm Molterer, Federal Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water 

Management, Austria  
Mr. Rubens Ricupero, Secretary-General of UNCTAD 
Mr. Andre Nalke-Dorogo, Minister of Mines, Energy and Water, Central African Republic 
Mr. Musa H. Sillah, Secretary of State for Trade, Industry and Employment, Gambia 
Mr. P. de Sampaio Nuñes, Director, Transport and Energy, European Commission 
Mr. Sonam Tshering, Director, Department of Power, Bhutan 
Mr. Thomas Johansson, Director, Energy and Atmosphere Programme, UNDP 
Mr. Chris Mottershead, Technology Vice President, LCG, BP 
Mr. Godfrey S. Simasiku, Deputy Minister of Finance and Economic Development, Zambia 
Mr. S. Maya, Resource person, Zimbabwe  
Mr. Andreas Ranet, Verbundplan, Austria  
Mr. Bernard Jamet, Resource person, France  
Ms. Yvette Stevens, Director, OSCAL, UNDESA  
Mr. Joe Klemesu, Chairman, Project Implementation Committee, West African Gas Pipeline, 

Ghana  
Mr. Fatih Birol, Head, Economic Analysis Division, OECD/International Energy Agency (IEA), 

France 
Mr. Georges Gero, Member of the Board, New York Mercantile Exchange, United States of 

America 
Mr. Lamon Rutten, UNCTAD 
Mr. Reinaldo Figueredo, UNCTAD 
 
Enhancing Productive Capacities: The Role of Investment and Enterprise Development 
 
Mr. Cham Prasidh, Minister of Commerce, Cambodia 
Ms. Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, 

Germany 
Mr. Alan Kyerematen, Director, Enterprise Africa, Ghana 
Ms. Sonia Pasqua, General Manager, Giuseppe Pasqua Pvt Ltd General Metal Works, Ethiopia 
Mr. Hanns-Eberhard Schleyer, Secretary General, Zentralverband des Deutschen 
 Handwerks, Germany 
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Ms. Maria Livanos Cattaui, Secretary General, International Chamber of Commerce 
Mr. Earl Cairns, Chairperson of Allied Zurich, Chairperson of Commonwealth Development 

Corporation, the Commonwealth Business Council and Overseas Development Institute, 
United Kingdom 

Baron Paul De Meester, President and CEO, Société Belge de Béton, Belgium  
Mr. Frans Tummers, Chairperson, Federation of Dutch Food Industries, Member of  
 Executive Board, VNO –NCW, Association of Dutch Business Enterprises, Netherlands 
Mr. François de Laage de Meux, President of the Board, Société du Louvre, France 
Mr. Tadesse Haile, General Manager, Ethiopian Investment Authority, Ethiopia 
Mr. S. Mehta, Secretary General, Consumer Unity and Trust Society (CUTS), India 
Mr. Jabu Ngcobo, General Secretary, Africa Region, International Textile, Garment 
 Leather Workers’ Federation (ITGLWF), South Africa 
 
Human Resources Development and Employment  
 
Mr. Charles Josselin, Minister for Development Cooperation, France 
Mr. Girma Birru, Minister of Economic Development and Cooperation, Ethiopia 
Mr. François Tremeaud, Executive Director, International Labour Office, (ILO) 
Mr. Zéphirin Diabre, Associate Administrator, United Nations Development Programme,  
Ms. Mamounata Cisse, Assistant Secretary-General, International Confederation of Free Trade 

Unions, (ICFTU) 
Mr. Youssoufa Wade, President, Employer's National Council, Senegal 
Mr. Samir Radwan, Senior Policy Adviser on Employment, International Labour Office 
 
Infrastructure development 

Mr. Kimio Fujita, Special Assistant to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Japan 
Ms. Nemat Shafik, Vice-President, Infrastructure and Private Sector Development,  
 World Bank 
Mr. A.K.M. Masihur Rahman, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance, IRD, Bangladesh 
Mr. Jean Pierre Verbiest, Manager, Strategy Planning and Policy Coordination Division, Asian 

Development Bank 
Mr. Samuel Kingsley Nnama, Manager, Operations Support Division, African Development 

Bank (BAD) 
Mr. Hamadoun Toure, Director of the BDT, ITU 
 
Transport 

Mr. P. Jourdan, CEO Mintek, Pretoria, South Africa 
Mr. H. Boyd, CEO, Safmarine, South Africa 
Mr. R.B. Rauniar, MD Interstate Multi-Modal Transport, Nepal 
Mr. G. Mpundu Kanja, Senior State Advocate, Zambia 
Mr. M. Juhel, Lead Transport Specialist, World Bank 
Mr. F.L. Perret, Vice-President, EPFL Lausanne, Switzerland 
 



A/CONF.191/13 
Page 94 

Financing Growth and Development 
 
Ms. E. Herfkens, Minister for Development Cooperation, Netherlands 
Mr. Donald Kaberuka, Minister of Finance and Economic Planning, Rwanda 
Mr. Marc Louis Bazin, Minister of Planning and External Cooperation, Haiti 
Mr. Vincent Karega, Coordinator, National Poverty Reduction Programme, Rwanda 
Mr. Mats Karlsson, Vice-President, External Affairs and United Nations Affairs, 
 World Bank 
Mr. Richard Carey, Deputy Director, Organization for Economic Cooperation and  
 Development (OCDE) 
 

Parallel Events 

High-Level Parlamentarians Round Table 
 
Mr. Joaquim Miranda, Chairman of the European Parliament Committee on Development and 

Cooperation 
Mr. Abdul Moyeen Khan 
Mr. M. P. Tijitendero, Speaker, National Assembly, Namibia 
Mr. Talata Dominique Kafando, Burkina Faso 
Ms. Marie Thérèse Oyie Ndzie Nee Ntsama, National Assembly, Cameroon 
Mr. Kobsak Chutikul, Thailand 
Mr. Serge Marcil, Permanent Representative of Canada to the World Trade Organization  
Mr. J. Alexander Corrie, Co-President of the Joint Partnership Agreement between the African, 

Caribbean and Pacific Group of the States and the European Community and its member 
States 

Mr. Ali Nouhoum Diallo, President, National Assembly, Bamako 
Ms. Glenys Kinnock, Group of the European Socialists, Member, European Parliament 
 
Meeting of Mayors 

 
Mr. Freddy Thielemans, Mayor of the City of Brussels 
Mr. Joan Clos, Mayor of Barcelona, President of the World Association of Cities and Local 

Authorities Coordination (WACLAC) 
Mr. Guy de Manet, Ganshoren, Belgium 
Mr. Jan Swinnen, Lommel, Belgium 
Ms. Taanyandra Ongewediva, Namibia 
Mr. Chris Marien, Olen, Belgium 
Mr. Claude Cantin, Deputy Mayor, Quebec City, Canada 
Mr. Simon Compaore, Mayor of Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso 
Mr. Amouzouvi Akakpo, Mayor of Lomé, Togo 
Ms. Carola Stein, Mainz, Germany 
Mr. Nigel Ringrose, Expert, UNDP 
Mr. Mohand Cherifi, Coordinator of World Alliance of Cities Against Poverty 
Mr. Marcelo Nowersztern, FMCU 
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Ms. Shabbir Cheema, UNDP  
Mr. Christophe Nutall, UNITAR 
Mr. Gilles Desesquelles, European Commission 
Mr. Edmundo Werna, UNV 
Mr. Jacques Jobin, IULA 
Mr. Mobio Ernest N’Koumou, Mayor of Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 
Mr. Henri Chabert, Citynet 
Ms. Kerstin Dahlberg, Bremen Initiatives 
Mr. Manuel Tornare, City of Geneva 
Mr. Dominique Laurent, Union of Belgian cities and communities 
Mr. Tim Honey, Sister-Cities, United States of America 
Mr. Alain Mathys, Project Director, Lyonnaise des Eaux 
Mr. Eddy Boutmans, Secretary of State for Cooperation, Belgium 
 

Migration/Refugees Round Table 
 
Mr. M.A. Manan, Minister of Labour and Employment, Bangladesh 
Mr. Eddy Boutmans, State Secretary for Cooperation and Development, Belgium 
Mr. Brunson McKinley, Director-General, International Organization for Migration 
 
Business Sector Round Table 
 
Mr. Musa Sillah, Minister of Trade, Gambia 
Mr. Mpho Malie, Minister of Trade, Lesotho 
 
Young Entrepreneurs 
 
His Royal Highness Prince Philippe of Belgium  
Princess de Brancovan, Patron of the Summit  
Mr. Sujit Chowdhury, Secretary General of the Summit  
Mr. Steven Woodard, Advisor, Office of the President, European Parliament 
Mr. Pierre Guislain, Programme Manager, Private Sector Advisory Services, Europe, 
 World Bank 
Mr. Robert W. M. Birks, President of Panicaro Foundation 
Mr. Noel J. Brown, Board of Directors, Trust for the Americas, OAS 
Mr. Awni Behnam, Secretary of the Conference, UNCTAD 
Mr. Sergio Marchi, Permanent Representative of Canada to the World Trade Organization 
Mr. Rubens Ricupero, Secretary-General of UNCTAD 
Mr. Mike Moore, Director General of the World Trade Organization 
Mr. J. Denis Bélisle, Executive Director of the International Trade Centre, Geneva 
Mr. Alain Merieux, President, BioMérieux, France 
Mr. Richard Gold, Director of Export and Industrial Development Division, 
 Commonwealth Secretariat 
Mr. Zephirin Diabre, Associate Administrator of UNDP 
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Mr. Ron L. Jamieson, Senior Vice President of the Bank of Montreal, Canada 
Mr. Sam Lanfranco, York University, Canada 
Mr. Bill Found, Professor, York University, Canada 
Mr. Andrew Fiddaman, Associate Director, International Business Leaders Forum 
Mr. Ian Sayers, Senior Advisor for the Private Sector Division of Trade Support Services, 
 ITC, Geneva 
Mr. Shyam Kumar Gujadhur, Senior Advisor, ITC, Geneva 
Mr. Louis Michel, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Belgium 
Mr. George Kell, Senior Officer, Executive Office of the Secretary-General of the UN 
Mr. Neil Stewart, Editor, Investors Relations Magazine, London and New York 
Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Secretary-General of the Organisation internationale de la 
 francophonie  
Ms. Annemie Neyts-Uyttebroeck, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Belgium 
Ms. Ethel Blondin-Andrew, Secretary of State for Youth and Children, Canada 
Mr. Luc de Clapiers, President and CEO, CDC North America Inc., IXIS  
Ms. Sheila Embleton, Vice-President Academic, York University, Canada 
Mr. Donald Croteau, Chairman, Board of Directors, Albert Schweitzer Institute, United States of 

America 
 
Digital Economy 
 
Mr. Ram Sharan Mahat, Minister of Finance, Nepal 
 
Youth Forum 
 
Mr. Fionan O’Muircheartaigh, Chief Economic Advisor, Enterprise Ireland 
Mr. Abdul Khaleque, Department of Bengali, University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh 
Mr. Ayo Olokuton, Editorial Consultant, Daily Times of Nigeria, Nigeria 
Mr. Hortencio Langa, Chairman, Association of Musicians of Mozambique 
Mr. Ralph Henry, Development Economist, Trinidad and Tobago 
Mr. Roger Wallis, Executive Chairman, Swedish Society of Popular Music Composers, 

Professor, Royal Institute of Technology, Sweden 
Mr. Kurt Kemper, Director-Advisor in Charge of Copyright Matters Cooperation for 
 Development, World Intellectual Property Organization 
Mr. Pravin Anand, Advocate, Anand & Anand, India 
Mr. Willems Edouard, Director BHDA, Copyright Office of  Haiti 
Mr. Sherman Chavula, Executive Director, Copyright Society of Malawi 
Ms. Brigitte Andersen and Ms. Fiona MacMillan, Senior Lecturers and Readers in Law, 

Birkbeck College, University of London, London, United Kingdom 
Mr. Keith Negus, Senior Lecturer, Goldsmiths College, University of London 
Mr. Jose Carlos Costa Netto, Chairman, Dabliu Discos, Brazil 
Mr. John Sheehan, Managing Director, Sony Music-Ireland, Ireland 
Mr. Michael Ibo Cooper, CEO, Freshear Music, Jamaica 
Ms. Penda Mbow, Minister of Culture, Senegal 
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Women Entrepreneurs Forum 
 

Ms. Rina de Villeda Bermudez, Ambassador, Honduran Mission to the European  
 Communities, Belgium 
Ms. Mu Socha, Minister of Women and Veteran’s Affairs, Cambodia 
Mr. Viyay Makhan, Assistant Secretary-General, Organization of African Unity, Ethiopia 
Ms. Yacine Mbengue, Deputy Secretary-General, REFESA, Mauritania 
Ms. Jean Marie Vianney Nyirimihigo, Women Entrepreneur, Rwanda 
Mr. Enrique ter Horst, Switzerland  
Mr. Eugene Koffi Adoboli, OUA Parque, Togo 
Ms. Catherine Mwanamwambwa, Managing Director, Bimzi Limited, Zambia 
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Annex IV 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE GENERAL DEBATE 
 

States 
 
Afghanistan Mr. A. Abdullah 
Algeria Mr. Abdelkader Messahel 
Angola  Ms. Ana Dias Lourenco 
Argentina Mr. Mario A. Losada 
Australia Mr. Michael Mugliston 
Austria  Mr. Wilhelm Molterer 
Azerbaijan Mr. Arif Mamedov 
Bangladesh Mr. Shah A. M. S. Kibria  
Belarus  Mr. Alyaksandr Sychov 
Bhutan Mr. Khandu Wangchuk  
Brazil Mr. Celso Lafer 
Bulgaria  Mr. Vassiliy Takev 
Burkina Faso Ms. Anne Konate 
Burundi Mr. Mathias Sinamenye  
Cambodia Mr. Prasidh Cham 
Canada Mr. Serge Marcil 
Cape Verde Mr. José Maria Neves 
Central African Republic Mr. Ange Félix Patasse  
Chad Mr. Kalzeube Payimi Deubet 
Chile Mr. Ricardo Brodsky 
China Mr. Guangxiang Sun  
Cuba Mr. Ricardo Cabrisas Ruiz 
Cyprus  Mr. Ioannis Kassoulides 
Czech Republic Mr. Hynek Kmonicek 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  Mr. Mathias Buabua wa Kayembe 
Denmark Ms. Anita Bay Bundegaard 
Djibouti Mr. Ismael Omar Guelleh 
Dominican Republic Mr. Saniago Tejada Escoboza 
Egypt Ms. Magda Shahine  
Eritrea Mr. Haile Woldensae 
Ethiopia  Mr. Ato Girma Birru 
Finland Ms. Satu Hassi 
Gambia Mr. Hassan Musa Sillah  
Germany Mr. Michael Bohnet  
Greece Mr. Ioannis Cambolis  
Guinea Ms. Camara Hadja Mahawa Bangoura 
Guinea-Bissau Mr. Malam Mane  
Haiti Mr. Joseph-Philippe Antonio  
Haiti Mr. Simon Dieusul Desras  
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Holy See Mr. Diarmuid Martin  
Hungary Mr. Lásló Trocsanyi  
Iceland Mr. Gunnar Snorri Gunnarsson  
India Mr. Kamalesh Sharma  
Indonesia  Mr. Nasrudin Sumintapura  
Ireland Ms. Liz O’Donnell  
Italy Mr. Rino Serri  
Japan Mr. Shigeo Uetake  
Kiribati Mr. Taburoro Tito 
Lao People's Democratic Republic Mr. Somsavat Lengsavad  
Lesotho  King Letsie III  
Lesotho  Mr. Kelebone Albert Maope  
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya Mr. Abdurrahman Mohamed Shalqam  
Luxembourg Mr. Charles Goerens  
Madagascar Mr. Alphonse Randrianambinina  
Malaysia Mr. Dato’ Abdullah Mohd Ridzam Deva  
Maldives Mr. Abdullah Yamin  
Mauritania  Mr. Mohamed Ould Nany  
Mexico Mr. Porfirio Muñoz Ledo 
Morocco Mr. Abdelhamid Aouad  
Mozambique  Mr. Leonardo Santos Simão  
Myanmar Mr. U Soe Tha  
Namibia  Mr. Mosé P. Tjitendero 
Nepal Mr. M. Ram Sharan Mahat  
Netherlands Ms. Evelyn Herfkens  
Niger Mr. Ousseini Abdou Saley  
Nigeria Mr. P. I. Ayewoh  
Norway Ms. Anne Kristin Sydnes  
Pakistan Mr. Ashraf Qureshi  
Philippines Mr. Rosario G. Manalo  
Poland Ms. Grazyna Bernatowicz  
Republic of Korea Mr. Hwang-Doo-Yun  
Russian Federation Mr. V. Sidorov  
Rwanda Mr. Donald Kaberuka  
Solomon Islands Mr. Donald Kudu  
Samoa Mr. Hans Joachim Keil  
Sao Tome and Principe Mr. Joaquim Rafael Branco  
Saudi Arabia Mr. Yousef Alsaadon  
Senegal Mr. Mamadou Seck 
Sierra Leone Ms. Kadi Sesay  
Singapore Mr. A. Selvarajah  
Slovakia Mr. Jaroslav Chlebo  
Somalia Mr. Ali Khalif Galayr  
South Africa Ms. Lindiwe Hendricks  
Sudan  Mr. Omer Hassan Ahmed Elbashir  
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Sweden Ms. Maj-Inger Klingvall  
Switzerland  Mr. Walter Fust  
Thailand  Mr. Apinan Pavanarit  
Togo Mr. Simfeitcheou Pre  
Tunisia Mr. Youssef Mokaddem  
Turkey Mr. Oktay Ozuye  
Tuvalu Mr. Lagitupu Tuilimu  
Uganda Mr. Apollo Nsibambi  
United Republic of Tanzania  Mr. Benjamin W. Mkapa  
United States of America Mr. Andrew Natsios  
Vanatu Mr. Lennox Vuti  
Viet Nam Ms. Ton Nu Thi Ninh  
Yemen Mr. Abdulrahman Mohammed Ali Othman  
Zambia Mr. Godfrey S. Simasiku 
 

Observer 
 
Palestine Mr. Saeb Bamya 

 
Specialized and related agencies 

 
International Atomic Energy Agency  Ms. Alex Volkoff  
International Labour Organization Mr. Juan Somavia  
International Telecommunication Union Mr. Robert Blois  
United Nations Industrial Development Organization  Mr. Jørgen Estrup  
Universal Postal Union Mr. Thomas E. Leavey  
World Meteorological Organization  Mr. Harouna Diallo  

 
United Nations bodies and programmes 

 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs Ms. Yvette Stevens  
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific Mr. Kim Hak-Su  
International Fund for Agricultural Development Mr. Lennart Båge  
International Trade Centre  Mr. Denis Bélisle  
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS  Ms. Renu Chahil-Graf  
United Nations Capital Development Fund  Mr. Normand Lauzan  
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements  Ms. Anna Tibaijuka  
United Nations Children's Fund  Mr. Sadig Rasheed  
United Nations Commission on Human Rights Mr. Rio Hada  
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification  Mr. Hama Arba Diallo  
United Nations Development Programme  Mr. Zephirin Diabre  
United Nations Development Programme/African Bureau Mr. Abdoulie Janneh 
United Nations Economic and Social Council Mr. Martin Belinga Eboutou  
United Nations Environment Programme  Mr. Klaus Toepfer  
United Nations Fund for Population Activities  Ms. Thoraya Ahmed Obaid  
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United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Ms. Mary Robinson  
United Nations International Drug Control Programme  Mr. Gale Day  
United Nations Volunteers  Ms. Sharon Capeling-Alakija  
World Food Programme Mr. Amos Namanga Ngongi  
 

Intergovernmental organizations  
 
Common Fund for Commodities Mr. Rolf W. Boehnke  
Economic Cooperation Organization  Mr. Abdolrahim Gavahi 
European Commission Mr. Poul Nielson 
Organisation internationale de la francophonie Mr. Bedouma Alain Yoda  
Organization of African Unity  Mr. Lawrence Agubuzu  
World Tourism Organization Mr. Francesco Frangialli  
 

Non-governmental organizations  
 
Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University Ms. Jayanti Kirpalani 
Coalition of Youth Delegates Mr. Shalala Oliver Sepiso and 
 Mr. Robert Glasgow 
Consumers International Ms. Nessie Golakai 
Fraternité Notre Dame Mr. Jean Marie Roger Kozik 
International Confederation of Trade Unions  Ms. Mamounata Cisse  
International Coalition for Development Action Ms. Meredyth Ailloud  
International Cooperation for Development and Solidarity  Mr. Jef Felix  
International Federation of University Women Ms. Conchita Ponceni  
Inter-Parliamentary Union Mr. Mosé P. Tjitendero  
Mandat international Mr. Sebastian Ziegler  
NGO Forum / Debt Caucus  Mr. Camille Chalmers  
NGO Forum / Environment Caucus Mr. Kimbowa Richard  
NGO Forum / Health Caucus Ms. Mathera P. Shrestha 
NGO Forum / Infrastructure Development Caucus  Mr. Alfred A. Sandi 
NGO Forum / ODA and FDI Caucus Mr. Jean-Pierre Ouédraogo  
Social Alert Ms. Huguette Akplogan-Dossa  
World Association of Former United Nations Interns  
   and Fellows  Ms. Hope P. White-Davis  
World Association of Small and Medium-size Enterprises  Mr. Hulaschand Golchha  
World Confederation of Labour  Mr. Willy Thys  
World Information Transfer Mr. Michael Loots  
World Movement of Mothers Ms. Juliette Sayegh  
Young Entrepreneurs Mr. Sujit Chowdhury  
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Annex V 
 

ATTENDANCE 1 

 
 

1. The following States were represented at the conference: 
 

Afghanistan 
Algeria 
Andorra 
Angola 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Azerbaijan 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Belarus 
Belgium 
Belize 
Benin 
Bhutan 
Bolivia 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Brunei Darussalam 
Bulgaria 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Cambodia 
Cameroon 
Canada 
Cape Verde 
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Comoros 
Congo 
Costa Rica 
Côte d'Ivoire 

Croatia 
Cuba 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Denmark 
Djibouti 
Dominican Republic 
Egypt 
El Salvador 
Equatorial Guinea 
Eritrea 
Ethiopia 
Finland 
France 
Gabon 
Gambia 
Georgia 
Germany 
Ghana  
Greece 
Guatemala 
Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau 
Haiti 
Holy See 
Honduras 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
Iraq 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 

                                                 
1 For the List of Participants, see A/CONF.191/INF.3. 
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Jamaica 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Kiribati 
Kuwait 
Kyrgyzstan 
Lao People's Democratic Republic 
Latvia 
Lebanon 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
Liechtenstein 
Luxembourg 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Malaysia  
Maldives 
Mali 
Malta 
Mauritania 
Mauritius 
Mexico 
Monaco 
Mongolia 
Morocco 
Mozambique 
Myanmar 
Namibia 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Niger 
Nigeria 
Norway 
Pakistan 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal 

Republic of Korea 
Republic of Moldova 
Romania 
Russian Federation 
Rwanda 
Saint Kitts and Nevis 
Saint Lucia 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
Samoa 
Sao Tome and Principe 
Saudi Arabia 
Senegal 
Sierra Leone 
Singapore 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Solomon Islands 
Somalia 
South Africa 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sudan 
Swaziland 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Thailand 
Togo 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Tunisia 
Turkey 
Tuvalu 
Uganda 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and  
  Northern Ireland 
United Republic of Tanzania 
United States of America 
Uruguay 
Vanuatu 
Venezuela 
Viet Nam 
Yemen 
Yugoslavia 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 

 



A/CONF.191/13 
Page 104 

2. Palestine attended the Conference as an Observer. 
 
3. The following United Nations offices and bodies were represented at the Conference: 

 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
Economic Commission for Africa 
International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO  
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
United Nations Capital Development Fund 
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
United Nations Children's Fund 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
United Nations Development Programme 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities 
United Nations Information Centre 
United Nations International Drug Control Programme 
United Nations University 
United Nations Volunteers 
World Food Programme 

 

4. The following specialized agencies and related organization were represented at the 
conference: 
 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
International Fund for Agricultural Development 
International Labour Organization 
International Maritime Organization 
International Monetary Fund 
International Telecommunication Union 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
Universal Postal Union 
World Bank 
World Health Organization 
World Intellectual Property Organization 
World Meteorological Organization 
World Trade Organization 
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5. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented at the conference: 
 

African Development Bank 
African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States 
Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Organization 
Agence de coopération et d'information pour le commerce international * 
Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee 
Asian Development Bank * 
Common Fund for Commodities 
Commonwealth Secretariat 
Community of Portuguese-Speaking Countries 
Economic Co-operation Organization 
European Community 
International Organization for Migration 
OPEC Fund for International Development 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
Organisation internationale de la francophonie 
Organization of African Unity 
Organization of the Islamic Conference 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
West African Development Bank * 
World Tourism Organization 

 
6. The following non-governmental organisations were represented at the Conference: 

 
Action Aid 
Africa Resources Trust 
Africa Tomorrow 
African Forum and Network on Debt and Development 
Aga Khan Foundation 
Agence adventiste internationale de secours et de développement 
Alliance mondiale des unions chrétiennes feminines 
Alliance paysanne pour le développement rural 
American Life League 
Anglican Consultatif Council 
Armenian Relief Society, Inc. 
Association des femmes pour le développement de la Guinée 
Association des femmes guinéennes pour la recherche et le développement 
Association guinéenne des femmes pour le développement rural 
Association guinéenne pour la promotion rurale de l'éducation et la santé 
Association guinéenne pour l'allègement des charges feminines 
Association guinéenne pour la promotion de la femme et la scolarisation des jeunes filles 
Association pour le développement économique social et environnemental du Nord 

                                                 
* Specially invited by the secretariat 
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Association mauritanienne pour la santé des femmes et enfants et développement 
Association pour la promotion d'un développement intégré en milieu rural et péri-urbain 
Association des volontaires pour le développement 
Association des volontaires pour le service international 
Association des états généraux des étudiants de l’Europe 
Associação Juvenil Para o Desenvolvimento Comunitário de Angola 
Aujourd’hui pour demain 
Bangladesh Farm Labourers Federation 
Bender Djedid 
Brahma-Kumaris World Spiritual University  
Broederlijk Delen 
Campaign Life Coalition 
Campagne nationale pour la paix durable en République démocratique du Congo 
Care International 
Caribbean Council for Europe 
Caritas Internationalis 
Centre for Bhutan Studies 
Centre indépendant de recherches et d’initiatives pour le dialogue 
Centre Libret 
Children with a Mighty God 
Christian Aid 
Christian Relief and Development Association 
Civil Liberties Committee 
Coalition internationale d’action pour le développement 
Coalition of Yemen NGOs for Child's Rights 
Coalition des organisations africaines pour la sécurité alimentaire et le développement 
Collectif des artistes et professionnels de la culture 
Comite de concertation et de coordination des associations et ONG/femmes de  
  Madagascar 
Comité droits de l'homme maintenant 
Comité de liaison ONG-D-UE 
Community Development Library 
Comité pour l'annulation de la dette du Tiers Monde 
Comité national pour la femme et le développement 
Confédération des femmes de toute l’Inde 
Confédération nigerienne du travail 
Confédération syndicale mondiale de l’enseignement 
Conference of Non-Governmental Organisations in Consultative Relationship with  
  the United Nations 
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd 
Conseil des organisations non-gouvernementales d'appui au développement 
Conseil international des femmes juives 
Conseil national des ONG de développement du Congo 
Consumers International 
Coordination des ONG et associations féminines nigériennes 
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Cooperazione Internazionale 
Coopération internationale pour le développement et la solidarité 
Counterparts in Rehabilitation and Development in Sierra Leone 
Cre-Copernicus 
Danish Association for International Cooperation 
Deutsche Welthungerhilfe 
Development Network of Indigenous Voluntary Associations 
Direct Aid to Natures Development Organisation 
Direitos Humanos e Desenvolvimento 
Disaster Management and Refugee Studies Institute 
Economic Justice Coalition 
European Committee of Sugar Manufacturers 
European Union Migrants’ Forum 
Eveil de la femme 
Eward 
Farmapu-Inter 
Fédération internationale des associations de bibliothécaires et des bibliothéques 
Fédération internationale des centres sociaux et communautaires 
Fédération internationale de femmes diplomées des universités 
Fédération nationale des organisations de jeunesse 
Femmes Africa Solidarite 
Fivediana 
Fondation Friedrich Ebert 
Fondation Friedrich Naumann 
Fondation Hernandiana 
Fondation Laure 
Fonds Voor Ontwikkelingssamenwerking - Socialistische Solidariteit 
Forum des educatrices africaines 
Forum on Anti-Corruption Initiatives in Tanzania Trust 
Forum das Organizaçoes Não Governamentais Angolanas 
Forum Syd 
Franciscans International 
Fraternité Notre Dame 
German Foundation for World Population 
Global Health Foundation 
Globe International 
Global Publications Foundation 
Good Neighbors International 
Groupe de recherche et d’action pour la promotion de l’agriculture et du  
  développement 
Group Jeremie 
Groupo Moçambicano de Dívida 
Heinrich Boll Foundation 
Helpage International 
Horn of Africa Relief and Development Organization 
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Humanist Institute for Development Cooperation 
Inhured International 
Institut de la Vie 
Institut des Affaires Culturelles Internationales 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 
Institute for Sustainable Development 
Inter Africa Group 
Intermon 
International Council of Women 
International Council of Environmental Law 
International Centre for Enterprise and Sustainable Development 
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
International First Aid Society 
International Planned Parenthood Federation - Arab World Region 
International Planned Parenthood Federation European Network 
International Research Foundation for Development 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
Jeunes pour le développement et la coopération 
Khan Foundation 
Korea Food for the Hungry International 
Kulu-Women and Development 
Lawyers’ Environmental Action Team 
Les Bâtisseurs 
Lesotho Council of NGOs 
Liga Nazarena de Solidariedad 
Lobby européen des femmes 
Lo-Tco Secretariat of International Trade Union Development Co-operation 
Lutheran World Federation 
Lutte contre la pauvreté et la vulnerabilité des femmes 
Mandat international 
Marie Stopes International 
Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers 
Mbutu Agriculture Society 
Medicus Mundi International 
Minority Rights Group International 
Mouvement international atd quart monde 
Mouvement mondial des mères 
Mouvement mondial des travailleurs chrétiens 
Mulher par Desenvolvimento – Femme, Paix, Développement 
National Centre for Cooperation and Development 
National Council of Swedish Youth Organizations 
National Union of Eritrean Youth and Students 
Netherlands Organization for International Development Cooperation 
Network Women in Development Europe 
New Humanity 
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NGO Coordinating Committee 
NGO Liaison Committee 
ONG Espoir 
Organisation à la maitrise du statut nutritionnelle 
Organisation nigérienne pour le développement à la base du potentiel humain 
Oxfam International 
Oxfam Solidarité 
Pacific Concerns Resource Centre 
Peace Child International 
Pount People's Action 
Projet communautaire intégré pour le développement 
Plateforme régionale des jeunes du Sahel 
Promo-femmes/developpement solidarite 
Population Concern 
Planned Parenthood Association of Sierra Leone 
Pain pour le prochain/Brot für Alle 
Reseau africain pour le développement intégré 
Reseau des organisations paysannes et des producteurs agricoles de l'Afrique de l'Ouest 
Rural Area Development Programme 
Rural Reconstruction Nepal 
Santé et développement communautaire 
Save the Children UK 
Sudan Council of Voluntary Agencies 
Solidarity Fund for Ethiopian Women 
Sierra Leone Association of Non-Governmental Organisations 
Social Alert 
Solagram Invited 
Solidar 
Solidaridad Internacional 
Slovak-South African Society 
St. Joans International Alliance 
Somali Women Concern 
Service Centre for Development Cooperation 
Tanzania Association of Non-Governmental Organisations 
Tanzania National Women’s Council 
Third World Network 
Tradecraft/One World Action 
Uniáo Geral das Cooperativas 
Union nationale des femmes djiboutiennes 
Uniunea Nationala a Femeilor Din Romania 
Union internationale des avocats 
United Nations Student Association of Japan 
Uganda Youth Development Link 
Volunteers for International Solidarity 
Women Support Self Promotion and Development 
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Word of Life Ministries International 
World Association of Former United Nations Interns and Fellows 
World Confederation of Labour 
World Economy, Ecology and Development 
World Federation of Trade Unions 
Worldview International Foundation 
Young Lawyers' International Association 
Zambia Association of Chambers of Commerce of Industry 
Zambia Association for Research and Development 
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Annex VI 

CHECKLIST OF DOCUMENTS 
 

 
A/CONF.191/1 Annotated provisional agenda for the Third United Nations 

Conference on Least Developed Countries 
 
 
A/CONF.191/2 Report of the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee for the 

Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed 
Countries on its first session, New York, 24-28 July 2000 

 
 
A/CONF.191/3 Report of the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee for the 

Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed 
Countries on its second session, New York, 5-9 February 2001 

 
 
A/CONF.191/4 Adoption of the rules of procedure - Provisional rules of procedure 
 
 
A/CONF.191/5 Report of the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee for the 

Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed 
Countries on its Third session, New York, 2-6 April 2001 

 
 
A/CONF.191/6 Draft Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for 

the Decade 2001-2010 
 
 
A/CONF.191/7 Input to the Third United Nations Conference on the Least 

Developed Countries from the Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

 Note by the secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/8 Message of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
 
 
A/CONF.191/9 Ministerial Declaration of the Least Developed Countries on the 
+ Corr.1 Eve of the Third United Nations Conference on the Least 

Developed Countries 
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A/CONF.191/10 Report of the Credentials Committee 
 
 
A/CONF.191/11 Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the 

Decade 2001-2001 
 
 
A/CONF.191/12 Brussels Declaration 
 
 
A/CONF.191/13 Report of the Conference 
 
 
A/CONF.191/BP/1 Transport and Development - Issues Note 
 
 
A/CONF.191/BP/2 Outcome of the Pre-LDC III Workshop on LDCs:  Building 

Capacities for Mainstreaming Gender in Development Strategies 
  Cape Town, South Africa, 21 - 23 March 2001 
 
 
A/CONF.191/BP/3 Outcome of the Joint CFC/UNCTAD Workshop on Enhancing 

Productive Capacities and Diversification of Commodities in 
LDCs and South-South Cooperation 

  Palais des Nations, Geneva, 22-23 March 2001 
 
 
A/CONF.191/BP/4 Outcome of the High- level Meeting on Tourism and Development 

in the Least Developed Countries, Gran Canaria, Spain, 
 26-29 March 2001 
 
 
A/CONF.191/BP/5 Report of ESCAP's Special Body on Least Developed and 

Landlocked Developing Countries on its fifth session 
 
 
A/CONF.191/BP/6 The role of Agriculture in the Development of LDCs and their 

Integration into the World Economy – Prepared by the Food and 
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations 
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A/CONF.191.BP/7 Substantive Issues Arising in the Implementation of the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights:  
Poverty and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights 

 Statement adopted by the Committee on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights on 4 May 2001 

 
 
A/CONF.191/BP/8 Human Rights, Poverty and Governance in the Least Developed 

Countries:  Rights-based Approaches Towards a New Framework 
of Cooperation  

 Contribution of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights to UNLDC III 

 
 
A/CONF.191/BP/9 Information note on the Economy of the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory (West Bank and Gaza) 
 Prepared by the Palestine National Authority, Ministry of 

Economy and Trade 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.1 Interactive thematic session -  Governance, peace and social 

stability  
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.2 Special event - The challenge of eradicating poverty for 

sustainable development :  The international community’s 
response 

 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.3 Parallel event - High- level Parliamentarians Roundtable 
+ Add.1 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.4 Interactive thematic session - Enhancing productive capacities:  

The agricultural sector and food security 
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.5 Proposals on Chapter III of the Draft Programme of Action by the 

Group of 77 
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A/CONF.191/L.6 Interactive thematic session - Intellectual property and 
development  

 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.7 Parallel event - Harnessing development benefits from migration: 

The interface between migration, displacement and development 
  Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.8 Interactive thematic session - Enhancing productive capacities:  

The role of health  
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.9 Parallel event - Business sector round table – Converting LDC 

export opportunities into business:  A strategic response 
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.10 Interactive thematic session -  Education for all 
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.11 Parallel event - Meeting of Mayors 
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.12 Interactive thematic session - International trade, commodities and 

services/tourism  
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.13 Interactive thematic session -  Energy 
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat  
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.14 Parallel event - 8th World Summit of Young Entrepreneurs  
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.15 Parallel event - The digital economy:  Integrating the LDCs into 

the digital economy 
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
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A/CONF.191/L.16 Draft report of the Third UN Conference on Least Developed 

Countries 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.17 Interactive thematic session - Human resources development and 

employment – Decent work for poverty reduction:  An agenda for 
development in the LDCs  

 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.18 Draft Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for 

the Decade 2001-2010 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.19 Expression of gratitude 
 Draft submitted by Bangladesh, Coordinator of the LDCs 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.20 Declaration 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.21 Interactive thematic session -  Enhancing productive capacities:  

The role of investment and enterprise development  
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.22 Interactive thematic session: - Infrastructure development 
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.23 Parallel Event - Youth Forum  
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.24 Interactive thematic session: - Transport and development  
 Summary prepared by the Conference secretariat 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.25 Parallel event - Women Entrepreneurs Forum 
 
 
A/CONF.191/L.26 Parallel event – Meeting of Mayors: Mayors’ Brussels Declaration 
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A/CONF.191/L.27 Interactive thematic session: - Financing Growth and 
Development 

 
 
A/CONF.191/INF.1 Information for participants 
 
 
A/CONF.191/INF.2 The structure/format of the Third United Nations Conference on 

the Least Developed Countries (LDC III) 
 An explanatory note 
 
 
A/CONF.191/INF.3 List of participants 
 
 
A/CONF.191/Misc.1 Provisional compendium of civil society and parallel events for the 

Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed 
Countries 

 
 
A/CONF.191/Misc.2 Provisional list of participants 
+ Rev.1 Revised provisional list of participants 
 
 
A/CONF.191/Misc.3 Checklist of documents 
 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/1 Country Presentation :  Burkina Faso 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/2 Country Presentation :  Chad 
 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/3 Country Presentation :  Myanmar 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/4 Country Presentation :  Nepal 
+ Corr.1 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/5 Country Presentation :  Sao Tomé and Principe 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/6 Country Presentation :  Eritrea 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/7 Country Presentation :  Malawi 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/8 Country Presentation :  Sudan 
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A/CONF.191/CP/9 Country Presentation :  Zambia 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/10 Country Presentation :  Togo 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/11 Country Presentation :  Niger 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/12 Country Presentation : Uganda 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/13 Country Presentation : United Republic of Tanzania  
 
A/CONF.191/CP/14 Country Presentation : Benin 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/15 Country Presentation : Haiti 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/16 Country Presentation :  Bhutan 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/17 Country Presentation :  Yemen 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/18 Country Presentation :  Burundi 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/19 Country Presentation : Samoa  
 
A/CONF.191/CP/20 Country Presentation : Guinea-Bissau 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/21 Country Presentation : Cape-Verde 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/22 Country Presentation :  Tuvalu 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/23 Country Presentation : Djibouti 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/24 Country Presentation : Ethiopia 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/25 Country Presentation : Guinea 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/26 Country Presentation : Central African Republic 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/27 Country Presentation :  Madagascar 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/28 Country Presentation :  Vanuatu 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/29 Country Presentation :  Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
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A/CONF.191/CP/30 Country Presentation :  Comoros 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/31 Country Presentation :  Rwanda 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/32 Country Presentation :  Congo 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/33 Country Presentation :  Mali 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/34 Country Presentation :  Lesotho 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/35 Country Presentation :  Gambia 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/36 Country Presentation :  Senegal 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/37 Country Presentation :  Bangladesh 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/38 Country Presentation :  Liberia 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/39 Country Presentation :  Mauritania 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/40 Country Presentation :  Cambodia 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/41 Country Presentation: Equitorial Guinea  
 
A/CONF.191/CP/42 Country Presentation :  Sierra Leone 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/43 Summaries of the National Programmes of Action for the Least  
Vol.I & Vol.II Developed Countries for the Decade 2001-2010 
Vol.I/Add.1 Summary of the National Programme of Action of Angola 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/44 Country Presentation :  Solomon Islands 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/45 Country Presentation :  Angola 
 
A/CONF.191/CP/46 Country Presentation :  Maldives 
 
 

Preparatory Committee 
 

 
A/CONF.191/IPC/1 Adoption of the agenda and organization of work  
 First session, New York, 24 July 2000 
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A/CONF.191/IPC/2 Report of the Expert-Level Preparatory Meeting for the English-
speaking African LDCs. 

 Held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 27 to 29 March 2000 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/3 Report of the Expert-Level Preparatory Meeting for the Asian and 

the Pacific LDCs. 
 Held in Katmandu, Nepal, from 3 to 5 April 2000 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/4 Rapport de la réunion préparatoire des experts de PMA 

francophones 
 Fait du 18 au 20 avril 2000, à Niamey, Niger 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/5 Guidelines for the preparation of the action programme for 

development at country level 
 Prepared by the UNCTAD secretariat 
 
 
A/CONf.191/IPC/6 Report of the First Meeting of the Consultative Forum on the 

Preparatory Process for the Third United Nations Conference of 
LDCs 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/7 Report of the First Inter-Agency Meeting on the Preparatory 

Process for the Third United Nations Conference on LDCs  
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/8 Report of the Second Meeting of the Consultative Forum on the 

Preparatory Process for the Third United Nations Conference on 
the LDCs 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/9 Report of the Second Inter-Agency Meeting on the Preparatory 

Process for the Third UN Conference on the LDCs 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/10 Contributions of organizations and agencies to the preparatory 

process for the Conference 
 Note by the secretariat 
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A/CONF.191/IPC/11 Progress report on the Integrated Framework for Trade-Related 
Technical Assistance for Least-Developed Countries 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/12 Sustainable development of the least developed countries and their 

beneficial integration into the global economy:  Past performance, 
challenges and the way forward 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/13 Contribution of the major UN Conferences to the implementation 

of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for 
the 1990s and their implications for the Third United Nations 
Conference on the Least Developed Countries 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/14 Report of the third meeting of the Consultative Forum on the 

Preparatory Process for the Third United Nations Conference on 
the Least Developed Countries 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/15 Report of the third Inter-Agency Meeting on the Preparatory 

Process for the Third United Nations Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/16 Report of the High-Level Panel for the Review of Progress in the 

Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least 
Developed Countries for the 1990s 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/17 Adoption of the agenda and organization of work  
+ Add.1 Second session, New York, 5 - 9 February 2001 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/18 A compendium of major constraints on development and desirable 
+ Corr.1 actions for the decade 2001-2010 identified in the country- level 

preparatory process for the Third United Nations Conference on 
the Least Developed Countries 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/19 Adoption of the agenda and organization of work  
 Third Session, New York, 2 - 6 April 2001 
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A/CONF.191/IPC/L.1 Provisional agenda and organization of work for the Third United 
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries  

 Draft provisional agenda 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/L.2 Provisional rules of procedures for the Conference 
+ Corr.1+ Corr.2 Draft provisional rules of procedure 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/L.3 Draft report of the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee 
+ Add.1 on its first session – New York, 24-28 July 2000 
+ Add.2 
+ Add.3 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/L.4 Draft Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for 

the Decade 2001-2010 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/L.5 Draft report of the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee 
+ Add.1 on its second session - New York, 5-9 February 2001 
+ Add.2 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/L.6 Draft decision - Submitted by the Bureau 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/L.7 Draft report of the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee on 

its third session - New York, 2-6 April 2001 
 

A/CONF.191/IPC/CRP.1 Draft Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for 
the Decade 2001-2010 

 Comments by the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/CRP.2 Draft Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for 

the Decade 2001-2010 
 Comments by the Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs of the United Nations (DESA) 
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A/CONF.191/IPC/CRP.3 Draft Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for 
the Decade 2001-2010 

 Comments by the International Labour Organization (ILO) 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/CRP.4 Draft Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for 

the Decade 2001-2010 
 Comments and amendments by the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refuges on strengthening the refugee/returnee 
dimension 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/CRP.5 List of civil society actors applying for participation in the Third 

United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries and 
its preparatory process as of 26 January 2001, and report to the 
Bureau of the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee at its 
second session  

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/CRP.6 Draft Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries 
+ Rev.1 for the Decade 2001-2010 
 Composite text 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/CRP.7 List of civil society actors applying for participation in the Third 
+ Add.1  United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries and 

its preparatory process as of 29 March 2001, and the report to the 
Bureau of the Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee at its 
Third session 

 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/CRP.8 Draft Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries 
+ Add.1 for the Decade 2001-2010 
+ Add.2 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/Misc.1 Provisional list of participants - first session 
+Rev.1 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/Misc.2 European Union Guidelines 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/Misc.3 Provisional list of participants - second session 
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A/CONF.191/IPC/Misc.4 Provisional list of participants - third session 
+ Rev.1 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/INF.1 List of participants 
 
 
A/CONF.191/IPC/INF.2 List of participants 
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